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The Global
Destinations 
Platform

To find out more please go to www.unifrog.org 

Now working with over 
800 international schools!

Students   

  Explore subjects and careers libraries

  Complete psychometric testing

  Compare universities around the world

  Record and evidence key skills

  Draft and perfect applications

Teachers and counselors

  Track progress with at-a-glance reports

  Record careers interactions with students

  Analyse and report destinations data

  Access careers and SEL lesson plans

  Send documents securely

In addition, Unifrog partners receive ongoing 
tailored support from the Unifrog team.

We help students
compare every opportunity

and apply successfully

A one-stop-shop for careers 
and university guidance for 
global schools
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W E LC O M E
FROM INTERNATIONAL ACAC PRESIDENT_________________________________________

W E LC O M E
FROM FIU PRESIDENT_________________________________________

A very warm welcome, International ACAC Members,  

After four years of online/hybrid conference experiences, we are back to an all in-person conference event. Our 
profession has endured challenging times, but we are committed to serving the needs of our students worldwide. I 
am so proud to be your President-Elect and Conference Chair this year. This conference results from the thought-
fulness and hard work of over 300 committee chairs and members. We would not have a conference if it weren’t 
for these extraordinary individuals who have given their dedication, time, and energy to make this event successful. 
This conference lets us connect professionally and geek out on all higher ed matters!

I also want to share my gratitude and appreciation for the staff and employees at Florida International University 
(FIU). Planning this conference since September 2022 has been an incredible experience for me, professionally. 
With each step of the process, I am reaffirmed by FIU’s care for our members and association, and I know they want 
us to have the best conference experience ever. Know that our conversations have always been members-centered.

International ACAC has always been a professional family for me, and so many others have expressed this feeling 
too. This year’s conference theme #FamilyStyle embodies this sentiment. I hope we will remember that we all have 
individual opinions that may vary, but our foundational values remain constant - our connections and responsibili-
ties to the students that we serve.

Welcome to our First Timers to the annual conference; I hope you took full advantage of having a Conference Buddy 
this year (a brand-new initiative by our First Timers’ committee). I also hope you will consider volunteering your time 
within OUR association! International ACAC is such a unique association because of our members’ involvement. 

I am grateful for YOU SHOWING UP for this conference; during your time here, I encourage you to support the various 
minority-owned businesses, including BIPOC and the LGBQTIA+ communities in Florida. This is an actionable way 
to show our care for the members of these communities. No location you travel to in the world will ever perfectly 
mirror your beliefs and ideologies, but know that International ACAC and FIU have worked and are working diligently 
to provide care, concern, support, and resources for ALL of our members, both during the conference and always.

As we gear up to celebrate International ACAC’s 30th anniversary, it is not lost on me that I am your first Asian 
female International ACAC president. It is also an honor to represent the China Region as well. In moving into my 
President role in the 2023-2024 year, I recognize I will have a lot of work to do, but I am READY for it. I will not do 
this in a silo or on my own, but with the support of the Executive Board, HQ, and our membership. We will continue 
to grow our association and make our voices heard at all levels. Together, we are stronger; together, we will continue 
striving to be our best selves.

I look forward to creating a space to reflect and celebrate our association. Finally, I hope you take FIU’s motto, “Be 
Worlds Ahead,” with you into this conference and soak up all the knowledge and learning. Please continue to net-
work and stay connected beyond these two and a half days. Enjoy the conference, and if you have any questions, 
feel free to contact me at any time at president23-24@internationalacac.org.

Michelle Chow-Liu 
Your President (2023-2024)

Dear friends,

I am delighted to welcome you to FIU, one of the largest research universities in the country and a place of excel-
lence and opportunity. We are proud to host the International Association for College Admission Counseling and 
hope that you enjoy your time at our university and in beautiful South Florida.

FIU is a university of impact, firmly rooted in Miami and strategically positioned to affect change locally, nationally, and 
around the world. As one of the most dynamic research universities in the country – and Miami’s public R1 research 
institution - FIU is at the forefront of innovation and invention, with one of the fastest-growing public university re-
search programs of the past decade and more than one billion dollars in research expenditures in the last five years.

With 56,000 students, 300,000 alumni and annual research expenditures of almost $300 million, FIU prioritizes the 
academic and career successes of our students. Over the past decade, we have invested in evidence-based strate-
gies that have resulted in significant improvements in retention and graduation rates. 

As a fearless leader and innovator, our university is keenly focused on the creation of new knowledge and innova-
tive solutions to real-world problems.  

FIU is the fastest-rising institution in the U.S. News & World Report Public University rankings over the past 10 years. 
We are ranked number eight in the country, among public and private universities, for the economic return on invest-
ment our graduates receive from their degrees, joining the ranks of Princeton, MIT, Stanford, Harvard, and Yale. 

FIU is the university of the future - forward-thinking, innovative, unstoppable.  

Each of you has a key role in helping students understand their options and make informed decisions about their 
academic journey. We appreciate your commitment to their success.

We thank you for choosing FIU to host this important gathering, and may this conference, and your time at FIU, be 
fruitful and enlightening. 

Sincerely, 
Kenneth A. Jessell 
President
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Dear Members of International ACAC,

Regardless if this is your first International ACAC conference (like Vern!), your first since Covid, or simply your 
opportunity to celebrate being together with friends and colleagues from around the world (like Ffiona!), we 
are thrilled to be joining you in Miami. 

Much like International ACAC, the NACAC Board of Directors and CEO Angel Pérez keep working to elevate the 
profession, inspired by the vision that the transformative power of postsecondary education is accessible to 
all. Key highlights from the past year include:

• Elevating Equity in the admission process—In February 2023, NACAC convened teams of institutional 
leaders from colleges and universities to develop an evaluation framework that institutions can im-
plement to examine and change practices that create barriers to entry to postsecondary education for 
traditional-aged and adult students of color, particularly Black students.

• Preparation for Supreme Court response—NACAC is working behind the scenes with our policy/advo-
cacy partners, Ed Counsel, to develop a robust portfolio of materials, resources, and communications 
regarding the Supreme Court decision on race-conscious admissions. No matter where you live in the 
world, this decision will impact your work.

• Global outreach—NACAC’s 26,000+ members hail from more than 80 countries. Membership opens doors 
to important information and education, as well as myriad opportunities for connection and engagement 
with peers and thought leaders. This included welcoming back students and members to the spring fair in 
Vancouver, and we are excited to add a new international fair in London in November. 

• The Power of Us—NACAC Conference 2023 is taking place from September 21-23 in Baltimore, MD. This 
is a fantastic opportunity to network and learn. There will be plenty of sessions devoted to global work, 
including two preconference workshops for professionals on both sides of the desk:

o The Future of Global Match: Counseling Stream 2023: Helping International Students Navigate 
High Ed Opportunities in the US and Beyond

o The Future of Global Match: Enrollment Stream 2023: Navigating Major Shifts in International 
Student Mobility, Demographics, & Decision Making

We encourage you to join us as we build more ethical and equitable pathways to higher education around the 
world.

On a personal note, after thirteen years serving on the International ACAC and NACAC boards and in the of-
ficer cycle, Ffiona will be concluding her board service. The work of both organizations transforms the lives 
and trajectories of students and their families. Both groups nurture the vital work to support our professional 
colleagues, and it’s been a pleasure to liaise between the two organizations and watch them grow together. 
Members of the NACAC board, including Vern Granger and CEO Angel Pérez, hold international student advoca-
cy near and dear to their hearts. The strong bond we’ve formed is guaranteed to continue for years to come. 

We look forward to the learning, sharing, and fun the International ACAC Conference always offers. While you 
won’t find us on the dodgeball court, feel free to chat with us during the 5K run/walk! We are excited for good 
conversations and your questions in the days ahead. 

Vern Granger Ffiona Rees
Board Chair, NACAC Past Board Chair, NACAC
University of Connecticut University of California Los Angeles (UCLA)

W E LC O M E
FROM FIU ASSITANT VICE PRESIDENT______________________________________________________

W E LC O M E
FROM NACAC______________________________________________________

Welcome International ACAC members to FIU!

The time has finally come, International ACAC, live, in person and in beautiful sunny South Florida. Miami, 
Florida is one of the world’s most iconic tourist destinations. With world class museums, beaches, hundreds of 
celebrity-chef restaurants (and 12 with Michelin Stars), velvet-rope nightclubs with VIP lounges, and the larg-
est collection of Art Deco in the U.S. We live, work and study, in one amazing world-class city. We are excited 
to share it all with you!

I thought I’d share with you a bit of our unique history, while we’re not the first school to be founded on an 
abandoned airfield, we may be the only one to still have some remnants. FIU was founded in 1969, and the 
only structure on the campus was an abandoned air traffic control tower from what was Tamiami Airport. A 
man by the name of Charles Perry had a vision to turn the tower with no running water, no furniture, and no 
phones, into a university. In 1972, FIU opened its doors to the first class of 5,667 students.

We are now one of the largest universities in the country with more than 55,000 students and nearly 300,000 
alumni around the world. Today, as it was then, FIU remains an institution rich in culture and diversity. As a 
minority-majority university, we have committed ourselves to build an academic community whose members 
represent and embrace diverse cultures, backgrounds, and life experiences. We are an institution rewriting 
the narrative of higher education and what that should look like; we’re leading the way for transformational 
change through research, innovation and most importantly student success. 

In case you were wondering, that old, abandoned air traffic control tower, it’s gotten a little lift, and has run-
ning water, it’s now the Office of Veteran and Military Affairs. Please stop by during your visit. 

Welcome to FIU, to the 305 and to the Sunshine State! We’re glad you’re here.

¡Dale!
In Panther Pride
,

Jody Glassman
Assistant Vice President of Enrollment and University Admissions
Florida International University
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C O N F E R E N C E  S C H E D U L E______________________________________________________C O N F E R E N C E  S C H E D U L E______________________________________________________
M O N D AY ,  J U LY 1 0  __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
 TIME SESSION LOCATION__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
7:00 AM -8:00 PM  Summer Conference Registration (all day) Student Academic Success  
  Center (SASC), Room 100
 8:00 AM - 5:00 PM Pre-Conference Institute (pre-registration required) Graham Center Ballrooms 
 5:30-7:30 PM Pre-Conference Institute Reception FIU Faculty Club (located within the Graham Center)
 7:00-9:00 PM Mentor Year Program Reception Chili’s (located within the Graham Center)

T U E S D AY ,  J U LY 1 1  
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
 TIME SESSION LOCATION__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 7:00 AM -8:00 PM Summer Conference Registration (all day) Student Academic Success Center (SASC), Room 100
 7:00-11:30 AM Golf Scramble (shuttle services provided) Costa del Sol Golf Club
 8:00 AM - 12:00 PM Pre-Conference Institute (pre-registration required) Graham Center Ballrooms
 12:00-2:30 PM Committee Meetings (for members of standing Various Locations
  committees only)
 12:00-3:30 PM Optional Campus Tours Meet at the Student Academic Success Center (SASC) 
  (45 mins, starting at 12PM, 1PM, 2PM, 3PM) 
 12:00-2:00 PM Past-Presidents’ Lunch (by invitation) FIU Faculty Club (located within the Graham Center)
 2:00-3:00 PM Past VP Reception (by invitation) FIU Faculty Club (located within the Graham Center)
 1:00-4:00 PM Exhibit Hall Opens Graham Center Ballrooms
 2:30-3:30 PM First-Timers’ Session Wellness & Recreation Center (WRC)  
  Sponsor: Pearson English Assessments  South Basketball Courts
 4:30-5:45 PM Opening Ceremony Ocean Bank Convocation Center
 6:00-8:00 PM Opening Reception FIU Football Stadium, North Concourse

W E D N E S D AY ,  J U LY 1 2   
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
 TIME SESSION LOCATION__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
7:00-8:30 AM 5K/3K  Run/Walk | Sponsor: InitialView Miami-Dade County Fairgrounds  (on the FIU campus) 
    (short walk from Tamiami Hall, or shuttle  
    from conference hotels)
8:00 AM -12:00 PM  Summer Conference Registration  Student Academic Success Center (SASC), Room 100
 8:00-1:30 PM Exhibit Hall (morning) Graham Center Ballrooms
 9:00-10:00 AM Education Session 1 Various Locations
 10:00-10:15 AM Networking Break Graham Center Ballrooms Lobby
 10:15-11:00 AM Chatter That Matters  Various Locations
 11:15-12:15 PM Education Session 2 Various Locations
 12:15-1:30 PM Lunch | Sponsor: Temple University, Japan Campus Graham Center Ballrooms Lobby
 12:15-1:30 PM Conference Chats  Graham Center Ballrooms
 1:30-2:45 PM International ACAC Membership Meeting *NEED EXACT LOCATION
 3:00-4:00 PM Education Session 3  Various Locations
 3:00-7:30 PM Exhibit Hall (afternoon) Graham Center Ballrooms
 3:00-7:00 PM Raffle Open Graham Center Ballrooms Coat Check Room
 4:15-6:15 PM Counselor Fair | Sponsor: Dipont Education Ocean Bank Convocation Center
 6:30-7:30 PM Exhibitor Reception Graham Center Ballrooms
 6:30-8:30 PM Dinner on Your Own Go out and explore Miami, or check out  
    the food trucks that will be parked in  
    front of Tamiami Hall!
 7:00-11:00 PM Late-Night Hospitality  Dodgeball: FIU Football Stadium   
    Dodgeball Sponsor: Babson College 
  Dominoes FIU Football Stadium North Concourse   
  Salsa Class Tamiami Hall, Room 121
  Trivia Parkview Hall, Room 100
    
T H U R S D AY ,  J U LY 1 3  
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
 TIME SESSION LOCATION____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 7:00-8:00 AM Good Morning Yoga Tamiami Hall, Room 121 (multipurpose room)
 8:30-4:00 PM Exhibit Hall Open Graham Center Ballrooms
 8:30-12:00 PM Raffle Open (morning) Graham Center Ballrooms Coat Check Room
 9:00-10:00 AM Education Session 4 Various Locations
 10:00-10:15 AM Networking Break  Graham Center Ballrooms Lobby
 10:30-12:30 PM Global University Fair (Non U.S.) Ocean Bank Convocation Center 
  Sponsor: SpanTran -The Evaluation Company  
 12:30-1:45 PM Lunch | Sponsor: SimplED Graham Center Ballrooms Lobby
 12:30-1:45 PM Conference Chats  Graham Center Ballrooms
 1:45-2:45 PM Education Session 5  Various Locations
 3:00-5:00 PM University Fair (U.S.)  Ocean Bank Convocation Center 
  Sponsor: SpanTran - The Evaluation Company  
 6:30-10:00 PM Closing Event (shuttle services provided Oasis Wynwood 
  to and from event)
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Since 1994, Navitas has helped hundreds of thousands of passionate learners change 
their lives through higher education. Together with our global university partners, we give 
students the skills they need to enter the degree of their choice, at the university partner of 
their choice.

As one of the world’s leading global education providers, we have more than 30 university 
partnerships in locations across the globe, from the United States to Dubai, the UK to Australia.

Navitas boosts passionate students into the first year of their university degree. Prepared, practiced, 
and supported as individuals, Navitas students start university ready to enter a life of success.

Choose from over  
30 locations

Use our Program Search – 
access over 7000 university 

programs

Enjoy flexible entry 
requirements

Experience personally  
tailored study

Navitas leads students to successfully enter the 
overseas university of their choice.

Why Navitas?

Your study pathway

Where can I study?

Navitas: boosting 
student brilliance

NAVM220411-1142 
0419_2

North America

International College

Hertfordshire 
International College

International College

GLOBAL 
STUDY CENTRE

Leipzig
International
College

Europe and United Kingdom

Australasia

Foundation 
Program*

Year 2
Bachelor’s Degree 

Year 3
Bachelor’s Degree 

Diploma / UTP / Undergraduate Pathway
Year 1

Australia / New Zealand / Sri Lanka / Singapore / UAE 

Master's DegreePQP/Pre-Master's Program*/Postgraduate Pathway*

Pre-Masters Program pathway

Global Student Success Program 
Freshman Year

Year 3
Junior Year

Year 4
Senior Year

USA
Year 2

Sophmore Year

Undergraduate pathways

University 
Foundation*

Year 3^

Bachelor’s Degree (Hons)
Year 1

Degree Entry

United Kingdom
Year 2

Bachelor’s Degree 

University 
Foundation

Year 1
Degree Entry

Germany
Year 2

Bachelor’s Degree 
Year 3

Bachelor’s Degree 

International
Foundation

The Netherlands
Year 2

Bachelor’s Degree 
Year 3

Bachelor’s Degree 
Year 1

Bachelor’s Degree 

UTP
Stage I

UTP
Stage II

Canada
Year 3

Bachelor’s Degree 
Year 4

Bachelor’s Degree 
Year 2

Bachelor’s Degree 

NAVITAS USA: Navitas’ U.S. university partners are authorised under federal law to enrol non-immigrant alien students. Registered Company names and CRICOS provider codes: SAE Institute Pty Ltd 00312F; Navitas Bundoora Pty Ltd trading as La Trobe Melbourne 
03312D; La Trobe University 00115M (VIC); La Trobe University Sydney Campus 00115M; Colleges of Business and Technology (WA) Pty Ltd trading as Curtin College 02042G Curtin University CRICOS Provider Code 00301J, Curtin University is a trademark of Curtin 
University; Educational Enterprises Australia Pty Ltd trading as Eynesbury College00561M; The University of Adelaide 00123M; Melbourne Institute of Business and Technology Pty Ltd trading as Deakin College 01590J; Deakin University 00113B; Edith Cowan College 
Pty Ltd 01312J; Edith Cowan University 00279B; Queensland Institute of Business and Technology Pty Ltd trading as Griffith College 01737F; Griffith University 00233E; South Australian Institute of Business and Technology Pty Ltd 02193C; University of South Australia 
00121B; Sydney Institute of Business and Technology Pty Ltd 01576G; Western Sydney University ABN 53 014 069 881 is a registered provider under the Commonwealth Register of Institutions and Courses for Overseas Students (CRICOS). Provider Number 00917K; 
Western Sydney University International College Pty Ltd 03663C; University of Canberra / University of Canberra College 00212K. Navitas English: Courses are delivered by Navitas English Services Pty Ltd (ACN 002 069 730), CRICOS Provider 00289M. Centre 
for English Language in the University of South Australia 02193C; Hawthorn-Melbourne (Hawthorn Learning Pty Ltd, ACN 124 204 171) CRICOS provider code: 02931G; Navitas Professional Institute Pty Ltd trading as Australian College of Applied Professions. TEQSA 
Provider ID: PRV12009, National CRICOS Provider code: 01328A, RTO: 0500, ABN 94 057 495 29. Navitas Pty Ltd ABN 69 109 613 309. NAVM220411-1142 0806_23GS_1
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C O N F E R E N C E  B A S I C S______________________________________________________ C O N F E R E N C E  B A S I C S______________________________________________________
A B O U T I N T E R N AT I O N A L A C A C
International ACAC was founded in 1991 as the Overseas 
Association for College Admission Counseling and is af-
filiated with the U.S.-based National Association for Col-
lege Admission Counseling (NACAC). Our membership is 
made up of over 3,500 professionals from 140 countries, 
dedicated to serving students as they make choices 
about pursuing post-secondary education. International 
ACAC effectively brings together secondary school coun-
selors, independent counselors, enrollment managers 
and organizations engaged in guiding students through 
the transition from secondary to higher education.

I N F O R M AT I O N  &  R E G I S T R AT I O N
Conference Registration is located in 
The Student Academic Success Center (SASC), 
Multi-Purpose Room #100
Sunday, July 11 to Wednesday, July 13, 2023

Volunteers will be available to answer questions or pro-
vide assistance throughout the conference at the Infor-
mation Desk located in the Student Academic Success 
Center (SASC). 

W I R E L E S S  A C C E S S
Florida International University is pleased to offer all In-
ternational ACAC attendees complimentary Wi-Fi access 
campus-wide for the duration of the conference. 
Each registrant, whether staying on or off campus, will 
have access to the open Wi-Fi network for visitors to 
FIU. Select FIU_WiFi as the wireless network and accept 
the guest user agreement. Our FIU IT team is available 
for any questions or concerns during the conference via 
305-348-2284. Please note: Wi-Fi access is limited in 
some areas of campus/main conference areas. 

C O N F E R E N C E  A P P
Download the free International ACAC Whova app. 
Detailed campus maps, education sessions, schedules, 
transportation information, Miami restaurants, services, 
social media and more are available at your fingertips.

Download ‘Whova’ from your app store, then search for 
“2023 International ACAC Conference.”

W E B S I T E   |  iacac.fiu.edu
S O C I A L M E D I A   |  #IntlACAC2023
C O N F E R E N C E  A P P   |  Download Whova
C O M M U N I C AT I O N   |  WeChat

P R O F E S S I O N A L C O D E  O F C O N D U C T
International ACAC is committed to maintaining high 
standards that foster ethical and social responsibility 
among those involved in the higher education transition 
process, as outlined in the NACAC’s Guide to Ethical 
Practice in College Admission. Additionally, International 
ACAC is committed to bringing diversity to our organi-
zation and we seek to provide an environment in which 
diverse participants may learn, network and enjoy the 

company of colleagues in an environment of mutual hu-
man respect. We expect all members to conduct them-
selves in a professional and respectful manner, at all 
times, throughout the conference.

P R O F E S S I O N A L C O D E  O F C O N D U C T : 
O N - C A M P U S  H O U S I N G
For those participants staying on campus, please refrain 
from hosting large gatherings, playing loud music or 
participating in any other behaviors that could be dis-
ruptive to other members staying in the residence halls. 
We request that members staying on campus be mindful 
of their neighbors at all times. Failure to adhere to these 
expectations may result in exclusion from future events, 
revocation of membership or other disciplinary action, at 
the discretion of the Executive Board. 

A C C E S S I B I L I T Y 
Florida International University is committed to support-
ing accommodations for persons with disabilities who are 
studying, visiting and working at FIU. Accommodations for 
visitors are managed through the FIU Office of Civil Rights 
and Accessibility (CRCA). Anyone requesting accommoda-
tions must submit the request to ocrca@fiu.edu. 

C O N F E R E N C E  L A N YA R D  P O L I C Y
Your lanyard  is your official conference identification. All 
events at the International ACAC Conference are exclu-
sively for registered attendees, with the exception of the 
5K/3K Run/Walk, Golf Scramble, and Yoga. All attendees 
must wear their lanyard to gain entry to all conference 
events, including educational sessions, the fairs, meals 
and evening activities. Please be sure to wear your lan-
yard at any and all conference events, including Wednes-
day Late-Night Hospitality and the Closing Event. Any 
unregistered guests will be asked to leave the event.

S E C U R I T Y A N D  E M E R G E N C Y C O N TA C T S
Emergency: Call 911
Campus Police Emergency Number: 305-348-5911
Campus Police (for non-urgent inquiries): 305-348-2626
Campus Emergency Phones: 7 Blue Light Towers and 
144 Garage Emergency Phones throughout campus pro-
vide a direct link to Police should you require assistance.  

T R A N S P O R TAT I O N  S H U T T L E S : 
Two shuttle services are available for your convenience. 
The on-campus Panther Mover golf-cart shuttles will 
run as follows: 

 Monday, July 10 8:00 am – 9:00 pm

 Tuesday, July 11 8:00 am – 9:00 pm

 Wednesday, July 12 8:00 am – 9:00 pm

 Thursday, July 13 8:00 am – 9:00 pm

 Friday, July 14 8:00 am – 9:00 pm

S H U T T L E  S T O P S : 
West-Gold Route: Ryder Loop, Sanford L. Ziff 
Family Education Building (ZEB), Mango, Parking 
Garage 3 (PG3), West 10 Drawing + MFA Studios, 
Campus Support Complex, Baseball Stadium, 
W01C Ceramics, Parkview Hall (PVH), School of 
International and Public Affairs (SIPA)

East-Blue Route: Charles E. Perry Building / Pri-
mera Casa (PC), Everglades Hall (EH) Loop, Frost 
Art Museum, Blue and Gold Parking Garages, 
Parking Lot 2 West and East, near Parking Ga-
rage 5 (PG5) Food Court, Parking Garage 5 (PG5) 
Bus Stop, Wertheim Conservatory (WC) Bus Stop, 
Parking Garage 6 (PG6).

An off-campus shuttle will be available to bring con-
ference attendees to and from designated hotels. The 
shuttle details and schedule will be available via the 
conference app and website at iacac.fiu.edu/park-
ing-and-transportation.

C A M P U S  S T O P L O C AT I O N
In front of the Student Academic Success Center (SASC), 
Parking Lot 3. 

P U B L I C  T R A N S P O R TAT I O N
There are several public transportation options for get-
ting to and from FIU campuses. The cities of Sweetwater 
and Doral provide free transportation services to the 
public via the Sweetwater Trolley and the Doral Trol-
ley. Miami-Dade County offers the Metrobus for a fare 
of $2.25. Bus route 71 runs between FIU MMC and the 
Dolphin Mall in Doral. You can find route and stop infor-
mation at miamidade.gov/transportation-publicworks/
routes.asp 

TA X I S  A N D  R I D E  S H A R E
Taxi services are still an option for many visitors in 
Miami. You can easily find one in the tourist areas or 
outside the hotels and the most popular nightclubs or 
restaurants. Most taxis are now accepting credit cards 
as a method of payment. Lyft and Uber are popular ride-
share options to travel around Miami.

R E S TA U R A N T S/ F O O D
shop.fiu.edu/dining/restaurants
miami.eater.com 

There are many options for food and dining on campus, 
from quick snacks to full meals, to grabbing a great cup 
of coffee. Visit the FIU link above for details regarding 
hours, locations, menus, and more. 

Miami is also home to a number of celebrity chef restau-
rants and global cuisines. Whether you are in search of 
a cafecito, the best Cuban sandwich in the city, or fresh 
seafood, Miami has abundant options to choose from. 

Visit the Miami link above for information on restaurants 
and eateries throughout the city. 

P H A R M A C Y O P T I O N S
Pharmabox is an automated retail system for over-the-
counter (OTC) and personal pharmaceutical products. 
Pharmabox is located in the Graham Center Student 
Union and the Green Library on the first floor next to 
Starbucks. There are also multiple Walgreens and CVS 
Pharmacy locations near the FIU campus which offer 
prescription services as well as over-the-counter health 
and wellness products. 

C O M P U T E R  A N D  B O O K  S T O R E S 
panthertech.fiu.edu  |  fiu.bncollege.com

Panther TECH offers products such as computers, tab-
lets, phones, media, mass storage, cables, cell phone 
SIM cards, accessories and more. They also offer assis-
tance with specific products and technology challenges. 

Barnes & Noble at FIU carries a variety of books, sta-
tionery, supplies and FIU-branded clothing, swag and 
giftware. Both stores are located on the lower level of 
the Graham Center (GC). 

E M E R G E N C Y C A R E
The HCA Florida Kendall Hospital is located South of 
the FIU Campus. A team of healthcare professionals 
is on call 24 hours a day, 7 days a week to help in an 
emergency situation. HCA Florida Kendall hospital is a 
full-service hospital with an Emergency Room. There are 
multiple urgent care centers throughout Miami, such as 
the Baptist of South Florida Urgent Care Center in Doral 
and the MD Now Urgent Care Center on Flagler Street for 
non-life-threatening conditions. 

G R O C E R Y S T O R E
Publix is a full-service grocery store, offering fresh and 
packaged foods, including light snacks, fruits, vege-
tables, meat, dairy, the famous “Pub Subs” at the deli 
counter, and more. There is a Publix located across the 
street from the FIU Campus, along SW 107 Ave. 

G E N D E R  N E U T R A L R E S T R O O M S
go.fiu.edu/inclusiverestrooms 

FIU is committed to diversity and inclusion. As part of 
that commitment, FIU maintains a list of gender inclusive 
restrooms located throughout campus. 

L A C TAT I O N  R O O M
Academic Health Center 2 (AHC 2) 454

The Herbert Wertheim College of Medicine offers a Lac-
tation Room, located in Academic Health Center 2 (AHC 
2) 454, to FIU students, faculty, staff, and campus visi-
tors. If you require the use of the lactation room, please 
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contact the Office of Student Affairs Front Desk in AHC 
2, Room 390 to retrieve the key. If you are visiting from 
outside of campus, please contact comosa@fiu.edu or 
305-348-0633 at least 24 hours in advance to be grant-
ed access accordingly. The lactation room includes a 
small refrigerator, sink with soap and paper towels, table 
and counter, and two private sections with comfortable 
chairs and curtains to allow privacy for nursing mothers. 

P R AY E R / M E D I TAT I O N / Q U I E T R O O M
Graham Center (GC) 316
This room, located on the third floor of the Graham Cen-
ter, offers attendees a peaceful place to pray, meditate, 
or just sit away from the conference crowd.

O P E N I N G  R E C E P T I O N ,  L AT E - N I G H T  
H O S P I TA L I T Y ,  &  C L O S I N G  R E C E P T I O N
The opening reception, late-night hospitality, and 
closing reception provide a variety of complimentary 
beer, wine, and non-alcoholic drinks. Attendees will be 
provided with two complimentary drink tickets for each 
night, and will then have the option of a cash bar. 

S M O K I N G  P O L I C Y
As of July 26, 2019, FIU’s campus is smoke, vape and 
tobacco-free. Smoking cigarettes, tobacco products 
or e-cigarettes (vaping) is prohibited in all areas of the 
University campus. 

F I U  A L C O H O L I C  B E V E R A G E S  P O L I C Y
regulations.fiu.edu/docs=224

Regulation FIU-2505 governs the responsible and per-
missible possession, service, sale, consumption, and 
distribution of alcohol at FIU including, but not limited 
to, University events, activities, property, facilities, and 
academic courses. 

O F F I C I A L P H O T O G R A P H Y/ V I D E O
Photographs and video will be taken throughout the 
conference to be used on International ACAC and FIU 
social media channels, as well as websites and future 
print and electronic marketing materials. Registrants at 
the International ACAC 2023 Conference agree to allow 
staff to photograph/record them in the context of the 
conference. If you do not wish for your photograph to be 
taken, please let the photographer know. 

Many high schools and universities have strict poli-
cies regarding how their image, or the image of their 
employees, may be used. International ACAC asks that 
you follow these guidelines: colleague or with the other 
institution’s name or image. Request approval from the 
individual or institution before any images are shared on 
your website or social media. 

Failure to adhere to these expectations may result in 
exclusion from future events, revocation of member-
ship or other disciplinary action, at the discretion of the 
Executive Board. 

M E D I A
Members of the local media and higher education media 
may attend and cover conference events. Reporters are 
required to wear press badges and identify themselves 
at the start of each session. Reporters may choose to 
use/publish the content, discussion or follow-up from 
any sessions.

S TAY I N  C O N TA C T

C O N F E R E N C E  B A S I C S______________________________________________________ S P E C I A L E V E N T S______________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
O P E N I N G  C E R E M O N Y –  J U LY 1 1
4:30 – 5:45 pm | Ocean Bank Convocation Center Arena_____________________________________________________________

Join your fellow 2023 International ACAC Conference 
attendees for a special Opening Ceremony, including a 
welcome and special presentation from Florida Interna-
tional University, as well as presentations and awards 
from International ACAC. Hear keynote speaker and 
two-time Latin Grammy award-winning artist, producer, 
and composer/arranger Tony Succar, talk about how his 
family’s journey and his studies at FIU exposed him to 
international artists and diverse genres that ultimately 
shaped his career. 
_____________________________________________________________
O P E N I N G  R E C E P T I O N  –  J U LY 1 1
6:00 – 8:00 pm | Riccardo Silva Stadium, North Concourse_____________________________________________________________

Following the Opening Ceremony, join us for a reception 
at the Riccardo Silva Stadium North Concourse. Sample 
some small bites, taste some local brews, and enjoy sig-
nature mocktails prepared by the FIU Bartenders Guild. 
Our DJ will include a playlist of music that represents 
the “305” as you mingle with conference attendees and 
capture selfies with our own FIU mascot Roary the Pan-
ther and the FIU Dazzlers. 
_____________________________________________________________
E X H I B I T O R  R E C E P T I O N  –  J U LY 1 2
6:30 - 7:30 pm | Graham Center Ballrooms_____________________________________________________________

Visit the Exhibit Hall on Wednesday evening for our Ex-
hibitors’ Reception! International ACAC’s exhibitors are a 
vital part of the conference, and the Exhibitors’ Reception 
is the perfect place to visit our vendors while enjoying 
light refreshments. *NEW FOR 2023* Be sure to stop by! 
Vouchers for Wednesday’s “Dinner on Your Own” food 
trucks will be given out to attendees at the event.
_____________________________________________________________
Raffle – July 12 & 13
Graham Center Ballrooms, Coat Check Room_____________________________________________________________

The 2023 International ACAC Conference will boast the 
10th Annual Raffle. Every year, colleagues around the 
world generously donate items, and the raffle offers 
conference attendees the chance to take these prizes 
home. Proceeds go directly to the Global Fund. Build-
ing upon the established excellence and history of the 
Scholar Program, the Global Fund will extend financially 
supported programming to all members, across all levels 
of the organization, including Opportunity Grants and 
Conference Bursaries. 

Each item is an individual raffle, so you can place your 
tickets on the specific items in which you are interested. 
The deadline to drop your tickets is 11:30 am on Thurs-
day, July 13. Winning raffle tickets will be drawn begin-
ning at lunch on Thursday, July 13.

Prizes must be collected by 2:00 pm Thursday or items 
will be redrawn.

Tickets are available for purchase from the Special 
Events Committee members throughout the
conference. Electronic payments preferred.

_____________________________________________________________
Opening Ceremony | Tony Succar, Keynote Speaker 
tonysuccar.com  _____________________________________________________________

Tony Succar is a two-time Latin Grammy award-winning 
artist, producer, and composer/arranger whose talents 
stem from a passion for music gifted to him early on in 
life. Born in Lima, Peru and raised in Miami, Florida, Suc-
car is grateful to have come from a family of musicians. 
That early musical influence is his foundation and set 
the groundwork for what was to come. “I was privileged 
to be brought up in a family of musicians; I couldn’t be 
more grateful,” Succar explained. His gratitude goes 
beyond those in his family who have supported and 
encouraged him; it extends to his fans, fellow musicians, 
teachers, and other musical influences. 
 
Tony’s path has led him into the world of salsa, jazz, pop, 
and Afro-Latino-inspired music. He possesses a rare 
combination of high standards, a devotion to music, and 
a reverent respect for those who came before him. His 
formal musical education began on piano and then seg-
ued to percussion. He earned his Bachelor of Arts degree 
in Jazz Performance from Florida International University 
in 2008 and his Master’s degree in 2010. It was FIU that 
fulfilled Tony’s personal desire to surround himself in an 
environment that quenched his thirst for excellence. 
 
In 2018, Tony was nominated for the prestigious Latin 
Grammy Awards for Best Tropical Song, “Me Enamoro 
Mas De Ti.” He received four nominations in 2019 for 
Album of the Year, Best Tropical Song, Best Salsa Album, 
and Producer of the Year for his most recent album, Mas 
de Mi. Tony took home two Latin Grammys for Producer 
of the Year and Best Salsa Album, making history as the 
youngest winner to ever win both categories.
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F U N ,  E N T E R TA I N M E N T  
&  N E T W O R K I N G  ______________________________________________________ ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

SCHEDULE___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

  Wednesday, July 12, 4:15 - 6:15 PM: Counselor Fair
  Thursday, July 13, 10:30 AM - 12:30 PM: Global University Fair (Canada and non-U.S.)
  Thursday, July 13, 3:00 - 5:00 PM: U.S. Universities Fair

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
THINGS TO NOTE___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

  Fair participation is FREE for registered conference attendees.
  Fair participants will be sharing their table with another institution.

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
WHAT TO BRING (AND NOT BRING) TO THE FAIR___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

  Bring: Business cards - lots of them! 
  Bring: A few high school profiles or university brochures to display on your table.
  Bring: A school calendar and agenda - colleges may want to book visits.
  Bring: Table banner representing your school/institution (smaller is better - remember that you  
 are sharing the table with another institution)
  Maybe bring: A little “swag” that is unique to your institution or region. Think chocolates from  
 Belgium or dates from Dubai.
  Don’t bring: alcohol beverages, for consumption or distribution.
  Don’t bring: big banners, books, big brochures, and anything bulky or heavy - conference attendees  
 like to pack light. 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
DO’S AND DON’TS FOR THE FAIRS___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

  Do wear your nametag - it must be worn to be admitted to the fair.
  Do wear comfortable shoes - you will be walking and standing a lot.  
  Do be mindful of space constraints when packing your supplies - less is definitely more! 
  Do bring a jacket or sweater that can be put on or removed, if needed.The temperature inside the  
 venue may be too warm or too chilly for your comfort.
  Do arrive 10-15 minutes early to allow yourself time to locate and set up your table.
  Do have a targeted list of institutions you want to visit. You will receive a map of institutions grouped by region.

FA I R S  FA Q______________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________
Golf Scramble –  July 11
7:00 - 11:30 am | Costa del Sol Golf Club_____________________________________________________________

The 4th Annual International ACAC Golf Scramble will 
take place at Costa del Sol Golf Club. This small, but 
mighty, event supports the Global Fund, which provides 
financially supported programming to all members, 
across all levels of the organization. Play one of South 
Florida’s finest golf courses,with  long par-5s and five 
picturesque par-3s. Both breakfast and lunch are in-
cluded with shuttle pick-up provided.
_____________________________________________________________
5K/3K Run/Walk – July 12
7:00 - 8:30 am | Miami-Dade County Fairgrounds  
(adjacent to the FIU campus)_____________________________________________________________

Energize your conference day with an exhilarating 
“Miami Vice-theme” run or walk with colleagues and 
friends! Get out that colorful 80’s garb and dress to 
impress, sprinting to the finish line or casually strolling 
along the race route. The race starts on the Miami-Dade 
County Fairgrounds - just a short walk from the on-cam-
pus housing accommodations in Tamiami Hall. Shuttle 
pick-up at the conference hotels is provided. All regis-
tration fees will support the International ACAC Global 
Fund. 
_____________________________________________________________
Wednesday Dinner on Your Own – July 12
7:00 - 8:30 pm | Off-Campus or Food Trucks at  
Tamiami Hall Promenade_____________________________________________________________

Take advantage of Wednesday “dinner on your own” to 
reset and recharge before the Late-Night Hospitality 
events begin! The FIU conference website offers sever-
al restaurant recommendations around the city, or you 
could dine on-campus at one of the food trucks parked 
in front of Tamiami Hall. Note: Be sure to stop by the 
Exhibitor Reception! Vouchers for the food trucks will be 
given out to attendees at the event.
_____________________________________________________________
Late-Night Hospitality – July 12
7:00 - 11:00 pm_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________
Dodgeball | FIU Riccardo Silva Stadium, Football Field
8:00 - 10:30 pm_____________________________________________________________

Get ready to duck, dive, dash and deke at the An-
nual International ACAC Dodgeball Tournament! This 
long-standing tradition will be sure to provide fun 
competition between conference members from around 
the world, with one team winning bragging rights for 
the year and the coveted dodgeball trophy. This event 
is open to all - whether it’s your first time or you are a 

seasoned champion, you are welcome to compete in 
this team-building event. Sign up online ahead of the 
conference or in-person at registration. Be sure to bring 
athletic shoes to be able to outrun your competitors! 
_____________________________________________________________
Dominoes | FIU Riccardo Silva Stadium, North Concourse
8:00 - 10:30 pm_____________________________________________________________

Bring your friends for an evening of dominoes. Whether 
you are an expert or playing for the first time, enjoy this 
favorite Miami pastime. Take inspiration from the players 
at Miami’s “Domino Park,” located on Calle 8 in the heart 
of Little Havana where regulars play daily over hot cups 
of cafecito. Dominoes sets will be provided. 
_____________________________________________________________
Salsa Dancing | Tamiami Hall, Room 121
8:00 - 10:30 pm_____________________________________________________________

Put on your dancing shoes and come learn how to dance 
salsa in a relaxed, group setting. Drop by for a couple of 
minutes or stay the whole class. A top dance instruc-
tor from Salsa Kings will provide you with step-by-step 
instructions. No previous experience needed. 

_____________________________________________________________
Trivia | Parkview Hall, Room 100
8:00 - 9:30 pm_____________________________________________________________

We are bringing back an old conference favorite with 
Trivia! Test your knowledge on current events, pop 
culture, International ACAC, FIU, and much more! At an 
event full of seasoned professionals, come find out 
which of your peers “knows it all”.
_____________________________________________________________
Good Morning Yoga – July 13
7:00 - 8:00 am | Tamiami Hall, Room 121_____________________________________________________________

Back for the second year in a row, start your day with an 
all-levels gentle vinyasa flow led by International ACAC 
member, Alyssa Filannino. If you are staying on-campus, 
simply roll out of bed and head down to Room 121 of the 
Tamiami Residence Hall for the yoga session. Mats are 
provided. All registration fees will support the Interna-
tional ACAC Global Fund. 
_____________________________________________________________
Closing Reception – July 13
6:30 - 10:00 pm | Oasis Wynwood_____________________________________________________________

We will end our 2023 Conference with fun, food, drinks, 
and music at Oasis in the Wynwood area of Miami, 
known as a creative and cultural hub and famous for its 
colorful murals and street art. Local legend DJ M Dot, DJ 
for the Miami Heat basketball team, will provide music 
throughout this memorable night. 



22 23

S C H O L A R S______________________________________________________ S C H O L A R S______________________________________________________
2 0 2 3  I A S  S C H O L A R S  B I O S

David Kimeli Bett is the lead college counselor of Tujenge 
Scholars Program (TSP) in Burundi. The first of its kind, TSP 
is an intensive preparatory program designed to equip the 
next generation of Burundian leaders with the connec-
tions and skills they need to move the country forward. 
In teaching fundamental courses, focusing on leadership 
development, and offering individualized counseling, TSP 
has become an essential launching point for incredible 
change-makers in East Africa. In just six years of operation, 
61 of TSP’s alumni have received fully funded scholarships 
to study in universities across North America and Africa.

David Ndegwa Wachira is the head of college counseling 
and a high school teacher at Starehe Boys’ Centre and 
School in Nairobi, Kenya. David’s school is a charitable 
organization providing tuition and boarding to bright but 
severely disadvantaged youth in Kenya to help them attain 
their highest aspirations. An alumni of the school himself, 
David teaches Kiswahili, helps students prepare for the 
Kenya Certificate of Secondary Education Examination), 
and spends time assisting students to secure tertiary level 
education in top world universities for all manner of careers.

Emmanuel Ngolefac advises students on post-secondary 
options in addition to serving as a teacher in Cameroon at 
Government Bilingual High School Bafoussam Rural. Over 
the last five years, Emmanuel has worked with over 200 stu-
dents as a member of organizations including Open Dreams, 
the Urega Foundation, and the Jumbam Family Foundation. 
Emmanuel additionally was selected as Emerging Counselor 
of the Year for Africa in 2022 from the IC3 Movement and 
IC3 Advocate for Counseling in Every School in 2023. 

Along with serving as an ICT and mathematics teacher, 
Henry Musisi has pioneered efforts to support students’ 
pursuit of international education at St. Mary’s College 
Kisubi (SMACK) in Uganda. Within his institution, Henry 
created the Scholarships and International Affairs (SIA) of-
fice, additionally overseeing efforts to connect with orga-
nizations in the country and region, chaperoning students 
on college visits abroad, and offering guidance to students 
to help them achieve their dreams of studying abroad.

With a passion for supporting students’ college and career 
choices, Jael Katia is an Academic Counselor at Mpesa 
Foundation Academy in Kenya, a school offering full schol-
arships to talented and financially disadvantaged students 
who have demonstrated leadership potential. Jael works 
closely with the University admissions team to guide 
students through subject selection within the International 
Baccalaureate curriculum. She also helps students prepare 
for tertiary education programs by delivering a comprehen-
sive study skills program and careers education program 
and advising students on sources of funding.

Benita Laurena has nearly 15 years of counseling ex-
perience, most recently pioneering the establishment of 
the Guidance Counseling Unit (GCU) of Philippine Sci-
ence High School – Calabarzon Region Campus, the 14th 
campus of the premier science high school in the Re-
public of the Philippines providing full academic scholar-
ships to exceptionally gifted students. Through building 
connections with universities and experts in the field of 
STEM education, Benita has championed the school’s 
career service program and has supported students in 
discovering global opportunities throughout her career.

Kaosarn Kasor currently advises and teaches students 
at the largest school in southern Thailand with 6,000 
students and two curricula – academic and Islamic. 
In addition to teaching, Kaosarn is tasked with advis-
ing students and guiding them to explore international 
education options, writing letters of recommendation, 
and leading programs to help support students’ college 
choice. Kaosarn received a Bachelor’s in English from 
Yala Rajabhat University and a Master’s degree in edu-
cational administration from Pathumthani University.

Biligt Tsogsaikhan is an Academic Counselor at his alma 
mater, the American School of Ulaanbaatar (ASU). ASU is a 
K-12 school founded in 2006 and accredited by the Western 
Association of Colleges and Schools. Biligt is responsible for 
managing ASU’s secondary school academic, extra-curric-
ular, student high school planning and college counseling 
programs. Leveraging his expertise, gained as a former 
EducationUSA Mongolia Adviser, Biligt has been busy in 
adapting, modernizing and making accessible ASU’s college 
counseling program for current and future students. 

Ruslanbek Korganov has served as the College Counsel-
or, English teacher, Unified National Testing School Coor-
dinator and tutor in Bilim-Innovation Lyceums (BIL, former 
Kazakh-Turkish Lyceums) across five cities in Kazakhstan 
since 2008. As a counselor and Head of ELT Department 
at Nur-Sultan Bilim-Innovation Lyceum for Gifted Boys, 
Ruslanbek works with over 400 students. As an educator, 
Ruslanbek focuses on providing opportunities for local 
students and established an AP and SAT Test Center at 
his school. Ruslanbek additionally helps to educate fellow 
counselors in BIL schools as a trainer and speaker with 
the Education Department of Astana.

Sultan Akhmetov is a college counselor and chemistry 
teacher at Aktobe Bilim-Innovation boarding Lyceum in 
Kazakhstan. In his role, Sultan is responsible for guiding 
students through the college application process and 
providing academic support in science and math cours-
es. Sultan is proud to work with some of the most aca-
demically talented students in the region who represent 
Kazakhstan in International Subject Olympiads annually. 
As a college counselor, Sultan has notably guided his 
school to offer AP courses and become a digital AP and 
SAT test center.

With 15 years of experience, Roza Jeladyan has most 
recently worked at “Shirakatsy Lyceum ‘’ International 
Scientific-Educational in Armenia as a university guidance 
counselor, eLearning coordinator and English teacher. As 
a certified educational technologist, Roza began conduct-
ing seminars and training for teachers to improve educa-
tion at her institution and later took on the role advising 
students on their college and career aspirations. Current-
ly, Roza works with more than 500 students, supporting 
them to pursue international education.

Marina Grigoryan supports over 900 students in her 
role at “Lyceum” Photon” of Gyumri SNCO which she 
has held since 1997 after moving to Armenia to support 
students after the Spitak earthquake In. her current role, 
Marina supports students to learn about and apply to 
colleges and universities around the world. Marina grad-
uated from Blagoveshchensk State Pedagogical Univer-
sity, where she specialized in Pedagogical education in 
two disciplines (English and German). 
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S C H O L A R S______________________________________________________
Counsellor 

Accreditation 
Programme 

Powered by 

commonpur�,e 

Professional Development for Counsellors by Counsellors 
THE Counsellor Accreditation Programme (THE CAP) provides school counsellors with 
world-class professional development that is both relevant and enriching. 

Designed for counsellors, by counsellors, THE CAP's development is driven and shaped by  
the THE International Schools Advisory Board. With their steer, the programme brings 
Times Higher Education's data and insights in global higher education together with 
Common Purpose's expertise in leadership development to create a platform that is 
transforming the industry. 

• Entirely free
• Designed for both new and experienced high school counsellors
• Complete 100% online, or in-conjunction with sessions delivered at the 

BMI / THE International Schools Forum & Workshops
• Gain accreditation for yourself and your school

“This has brought me to a whole different level… I’m a 
totally different person now after THE CAP and that’s 
what I will take back to my school and to my 
community."
Buket Ayaz, Nord Anglia International School 
(Dubai, United Arab Emirates)

Core Learning Themes:

• Admission processes and funding
• Counselling
• Managing stakeholders
• Reporting and advocacy
• Resilience
• Sector trends

Register your interest in becoming 
a THE Accredited Counsellor: 
www.timeshighereducation.com/student/THE-CAP 

2 0 2 3  I A S  S C H O L A R S  B I O S  ( C O N T ’ D . )

Mary Appiah-Adjei has worked as the high school 
counselor at St. Louis Senior High School in Ghana since 
2005 and as a counselor since 2015. Mary is passionate 
about facilitating a comprehensive counseling program 
that addresses academic, career and personal develop-
ment of students. As an educator, Mary cites one of her 
roles as encouraging students to strive for their person-
al best to become an asset to the community. Along with 
a Bachelor’s degree in mathematics, Mary pursued a 
post-master’s program in Educational Leadership with a 
specialization in Guidance and Counseling.

Chien Hau Lim is the Education Officer and Assistant 
Head of Careers Counselor and Tutor at Meragang Sixth 
Form Centre in Brunei Darussalam. Chien has been work-
ing in counseling since 2015 and is passionate about 
learning about different application systems to advise 
students on pursuing international education worldwide. 
Along with serving as a counselor and teacher, Chien ad-
ditionally is responsible for training other staff members 
and building more robust systems to help students in 
applying to less explored university options abroad. 

Tchio Levis Suh Abongnwi is a passionate educator who 
serves as a high school counselor at Mada International 
College (MIC) located in Yaoundé. In 2019-2020, he was 
tasked in mentoring two students for the Yale Young 
African Scholars (YYAS) summer program which would 
later lead to the first selection of learners for that pro-
gram from the school. He was then appointed to serve 
as a high school counselor, a position he holds to date 
in the institution. Along with his role as a counselor, he 
additionally is a committed volunteer with Open Dreams 
and serves as a physics teacher.
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C O N F E R E N C E  C H AT S______________________________________________________
We are thrilled to announce the return of Conference 
Chats, an initiative that started in 2018 at the confer-
ence held at Tulane University.

At the Wednesday and Thursday lunch hour, come listen 
to your colleagues give their “TED-Style” talk. Each lunch 
block will include three to four, 11-minute presentations 
on a wide range of topics.

Experience the energy and excitement of a Conference 
Chat, hearing how these individuals are making profound 
impacts in our profession. Expect an entirely different 
approach from the standard Conference education ses-
sions. These Chats will be personal, concise, and take 
you on a journey. We promise you will laugh, cry, and 
gain entirely new perspectives on issues and ideas.

W E D N E S D AY &  T H U R S D AY L U N C H  S E S S I O N S 
AT 1 2 : 0 0  P M

Location: All Conference Chats will be delivered on 
stage in the Graham Center Ballrooms. Lunch will be 
provided in the Graham Center Ballrooms Lobby.

W E D N E S D AY ,  J U LY 1 2
12:15 - 1:30 pm

T H U R S D AY ,  J U LY 1 3
12:30 - 1:45 pm
_____________________________________________________________
The Power of the ACAC Access Network
Presenter: Greg Manne, Rise_____________________________________________________________

Greg has served on the International ACAC Inclusion, 
Access, and Success Committee for the last four years 
and is amazed by the people he has met because of 
it. At Rise, he is working with an extensive list of ac-
cess oriented professionals, most all of whom he met 
through ACAC Conferences or through his work on the 
committee. This Chat will highlight Rise partnerships 
with Kensap, Bridge2Rwanda, Amala, Bilim Education, 
Jakarta Intercultural School, and others that were forged 
through connections made at ACAC Conferences.
_____________________________________________________________
I’m Ready, Maestro! Approaching Presentations  
Through an Opera Singer’s Lens
Presenter: Rebecca Hansen, The College of Wooster_____________________________________________________________

All the world is a stage! As education professionals we 
have so many opportunities to speak and present - 
whether it’s in front of students, university administra-
tors, or our peers at International ACAC. With so much 
pressure to make an impression, finding the best ap-
proach is crucial. In this chat, we explore how classically 
trained singers approach the stage, learning from their 
poise and unforgettable presence to inform our own 
presentation style.

_____________________________________________________________
Cultural, Religious, or Both? Worldview Diversity in Inter-
national College & Career Counseling
Presenter: Renee Bowling, Graduate Student - The Ohio 
State University_____________________________________________________________

Renee will share her story exploring religious, secular, and 
spiritual worldview diversity on both sides of the desk. 
Attendees will be invited to consider students’ communi-
ties of belonging, the role of spirituality in our work, and 
the importance of equity and inclusion in this area. Renee 
will brief the community on her original research of worl-
dview diversity at global liberal arts campuses and at U.S. 
universities and share a tool for students and families.
_____________________________________________________________
Work Hard, Play Hard: Living Your Best Life During Work Travel
Presenter: Ashley Swengler, University of California - Riverside_____________________________________________________________

If the last three plus years have taught us anything, it is 
that we need to live life with no regrets. In this Conference 
Chat, participants will be encouraged to not only plan for 
wherever work takes them, but truly plan and enjoy some 
well deserved adventure on the road. Whether it is a full 
day excursion before your red-eye out of town, or a brief, 
serendipitous moment in between engagements - we all 
should feel empowered to find ways to get the most out 
of our trips both professionally, and personally. Take a 
moment together to bring this topic out into the open, and 
make it acceptable and accessible to mix in a bit of fun 
with work travel. Let’s make some #FamilyStyle memories 
in this conference and wherever travel takes us next!
_____________________________________________________________
We’re All Wrong
Presenter: Joe Serdar, Loyola University Chicago_____________________________________________________________

Admitting we can be wrong is incredibly hard; biologically, 
intellectually, socially. It is also one of the most important 
skills we can develop as a person. The concept of Intellectu-
al Humility, work from journalist/wrongness expert Kathryn 
Schulz, and the Loss of Confidence Project examine this 
problem - why is it so hard, and how tackling it can improve 
decision making, tolerance for difference and more.
_____________________________________________________________
Whose Culture Has Capital? Building a Healthy  
& Sustainable International Education Ecosystem
Presenter: Yanjie(Ruby) Cheng, Brown University_____________________________________________________________

The COVID-19 pandemic has drastically transformed the 
landscape of international education, presenting new 
challenges and opportunities for student success. As 
institutions adapt to the “new normal,” it is crucial to 
recognize the importance of international identity and 
intersectionality in preparing students for future en-
deavors. This session aims to explore the significance of 
these concepts and highlight the essential components 
needed to support students’ holistic development and 
overall success in the post-COVID-19 era.
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_____________________________________________________________
Artificial Intelligence & Generative Technologies:  
Who Wrote This?
Location: GC 140
Audience: All
Experience Level: All_____________________________________________________________

What is GPT, exactly? Simply put, Generative Pre-trained 
Transformer is a language model that can produce text 
in almost any genre you can think of. It’s able to do this 
because it’s been trained on a massive amount of text 
data (we’re talking billions of sentences) so that it’s 
learned patterns and relationships to be able to write 
about basically any topic that’s on the internet.

There is no denying innovative technologies like artificial 
intelligence have been useful at technology companies 
for years. From building language course content to 
developing items for standardized tests, AI has been 
instrumental in scaling products we use on a daily basis. 
But how will public access to GPT influence the admis-
sion process and higher education more broadly? This 
session will reveal some of the risks and rewards that 
will enter our industry alongside a technology that is 
here to stay.

PA N E L I S T S :
Kevin Hostetler, Duolingo English Test
Masha Kostromitina, Duolingo English Test
Charlie Leizear, Occidental College

_____________________________________________________________
Bridging the Gap: Supporting Students in Their  
Transition to University
Location: TAM 121
Audience: All
Experience Level: All_____________________________________________________________

The first year at university can be intense and chal-
lenging. You are (far) away from home and everything is 
different, especially if you are an international student. 
What are common challenges students face in their first 
year and how can we help them prepare before they join 
the university? Presenters will provide guidance through 
case studies and their personal stories.

PA N E L I S T S :
Skyler Bentley Hall, Bentley Hall Educational Consulting
Alex Gachanja, The University of Winnipeg
Manju Sharma, B D Somani International School
Kim Zwitserloot, University College Utrecht

_____________________________________________________________
Chinese Universities: No Mandarin Required!
Location: SASC 352
Audience: All
Experience Level: All
_____________________________________________________________

The growing number and diversity of options make a 
Chinese university education more accessible than ever, 
even to students who never considered an international 
program. Students interested in pursuing degrees in Chi-
na have many options, even if they have minimal or zero 
Chinese language skills. In this panel we will make coun-
selors aware of the range and qualities of undergraduate 
degree programs in China taught entirely in English, such 
as Sino-US joint ventures like Duke Kunshan Universi-
ty and New York University Shanghai; Sino-UK schools 
including Xi’an Jiaotong-Liverpool University and Univer-
sity of Nottingham Ningbo; and the recently established 
Westlake University, an international research-focused 
university with strong science and engineering pro-
grams. The panel will explore the qualities and charac-
teristics of students excelling at these institutions with 
an eye towards helping counselors first identify, then 
guide globally-minded students towards the appropri-
ate program based on fit, and ultimately increase their 
student’s chances of being admitted.

PA N E L I S T S :
Russell Davis, Duke Kunshan University
Phoebe Lou, University of Nottingham Ningbo
David Nah, Harbin Wanbang School
Michael Reed, Westlake University

_____________________________________________________________
Existentialism in the Profession:  
Re-Discovering Your Why
Location: GL 100B
Audience: Secondary (High School) & Individual
Experience Level: All_____________________________________________________________

Have you been thinking about whether college coun-
seling is (or still is) the right profession for you? Are you 
thinking about making a big change in your life? Or may-
be you’ve come to the realization that the status quo 
in your job is not sustainable? Many of us have experi-
enced significant change and challenges in our personal 
and professional lives the past few years. There has al-
ways been uncertainty in the field of college admission, 
but in many ways, the current higher education ecosys-
tem requires personal evolution, flexibility and maybe 
even a reimagining of our jobs. By joining us for this 
session you will most certainly hear some vulnerable 
and candid story-telling, but it’s our hope in offering the 
session that you will leave us with ideas and inspiration 
as you consider taking a personal or professional risk, 
navigate exhaustion, and embark on your own journey of 
re-discovering your why.

PA N E L I S T S :
Ivan Hauck, The Archer School for Girls
Christina McDade, Lincoln Community School
Dexter Padayachee, African Leadership Academy
Joe Tavares, Jakarta Intercultural School

_____________________________________________________________
Five Ways to Broaden Access to Higher Education  
for Refugees
Location: GC 355
Audience: All
Experience Level: All_____________________________________________________________

Despite the enormous value they bring to our campus 
communities, refugees and displaced students are 
among the most underserved when it comes to univer-
sity access. Learn emerging best practices from uni-
versities who are exploring, beginning, and expanding 
their recruitment of refugees. Hear why doing the work 
to enroll refugee students is worth the effort, why more 
private companies should engage with this work, and 
how refugee students can offer invaluable perspectives 
in a campus community. Together, let’s pave a better 
way for displaced students and the universities that will 
gain from their immense talents and skills.

PA N E L I S T S :
Beau Benson, Northeastern University
Isthier Chaudhury, Swarthmore College
Shawn Felton, Cornell University
Laura Kaub, Duolingo English Test
Emma McLeavey-Weeder, Duolingo English Test

_____________________________________________________________
Four Case Studies: How to Advocate Powerfully  
for Students
Location: SIPA 125
Audience: All
Experience Level: All_____________________________________________________________

Advocacy is at the heart of what we do. This session will 
go over four case studies where admissions officers and 
counselors used a combination of data, creativity, and grit 
to advocate for meaningful changes at their institutions.

Discover how counselors leveraged metrics to change 
a university’s policy on testing, yield, and recruitment; 
Duolingo English Test data to galvanize a high school’s 
strategy towards English proficiency; storytelling data 
to push for equity between international students and 
domestic students in regard to scholarships; and indus-
try research from test providers, regional experts, and 
peer practices to update English language requirements 
for international admissions.

Learn how to push for progress no matter where your 
institution is in its evolution, and create better practices, 
procedures, and policies that support students seeking 
access to higher education.

PA N E L I S T S :
Anna Bradford, Millersville University
Ramiro Campos, Haile-Manas Academy
Rebecca Hansen, The College of Wooster
Joan Liu, Second Chance
Adam Wu, University of La Verne

_____________________________________________________________
From Distant Miles to the British Isles: Tips for US  
Curriculum Schools Applying to Selective UK Universities_____________________________________________________________

L O C AT I O N :  G C  1 5 0
Audience: Secondary (High School) & Individual
Experience Level: Beginner, Intermediate

This presentation will equip counselors from US-curric-
ulum high schools with guidance and resources to better 
advise their students for opportunities at UK universi-
ties. Together we will explore the types of learners that 
thrive in selective UK universities, as well as provide 
an overview of admissions requirements and tips for 
advising students in this process. In conversation with 
UK admissions leaders, this session will also bring into 
focus differences in the way candidates are considered 
and evaluated in the admissions process. We will be 
comparing and contrasting the different opportunities in 
Scotland and England.

PA N E L I S T S :
Beth Shotton , University of St Andrews
Natalie Smith, TASIS, The American School in England
Eric Steere, Thomas Jefferson School
Roshan Walkerley, University of Cambridge

_____________________________________________________________
Grade Inflation - Let’s Start Talking About It!
Location: GC 243
Audience: Secondary (High School) & Individual, 
Post-Secondary (College & University)
Experience Level: Intermediate, Experienced_____________________________________________________________

Grade inflation (at the high school level) . . . What is it? 
Does it exist? Do we understand it correctly? Through 
our different lenses (schools/universities) we think it 
exists to varying degrees, dependent on region and/or 
curriculum. Do schools ‘feel’ they have to assign ever 
better grades to their students to give them ‘a chance’? 
And what about when the increase in results is political-
ly driven? Are universities able to understand the true 
context of an application in terms of academic merit? 
Are students struggling to keep up by building them-
selves an ever more rigorous curriculum when possible?
We’ve all heard the term ‘grade inflation’ batted around 
here and there but we think it’s time for focused con-
versation on this topic – join us so we can start talking 
about it!
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S E S S I O N  1  I N F O______________________________________________________
While ‘us’ is a diverse panel of school and university 
members, we consider the session attendees to be part 
of the panel as we would like this to be a conversation.

PA N E L I S T S :
Agnes Horvath, Milestone Oktatási Egyesület
Karen J’bari, McGill University
Natalie La Balme, Ecole Jeannine Manuel
Kaye-Lani Laughna, Davidson College

_____________________________________________________________
How to Build a Local Counselor Community
Location: GC 118
Audience: Secondary (High School) & Individual
Experience Level: Beginner, Intermediate_____________________________________________________________

One of the best ways to elevate your skills, learn new 
knowledge, and keep up to date with emerging trends 
is to tap into your local college counseling community. 
Here are three examples of counselor communities that 
have grown over the years to become robust teams that 
share local resources, coordinate university visits, facil-
itate university fairs, and even run regional conferences. 
These counselor communities are shining examples of 
how the sum can be greater than its parts. Learn how to 
create, launch, or develop your local counselor network 
by listening to leaders who have grown local counselor 
networks.

PA N E L I S T S :
Tannaz Daver, St. Joseph’s Institution International
Marissa Gambardella, Concourse Global Enrollment, Inc.
Wilson Lee, Singapore American School
Asuman Okman, The Koç School
Jennifer Tassell, International School of Panama

_____________________________________________________________
Using Recruitment Agents: Ethics, Considerations & Best 
Practices
Location: DM 100
Audience: Post-Secondary (College & University)
Experience Level: All_____________________________________________________________

Universities across the globe contract with commis-
sion-based recruitment agents in their work to enroll 
international students, but this practice varies consider-
ably across institutions and in some countries has been 
controversial. Partly due to the COVID-19 pandemic, and 
partly due to shifts in the international education land-

scape, more universities are considering using recruit-
ment agents than ever. Please join four university rep-
resentatives from three different countries (US, Canada, 
and the Netherlands), with a range of experiences work-
ing with agents, as we explore how a university decides 
to use agents, ethical considerations, and best practices 
for managing these partnerships once launched.

Panelists:
José Hanani Juma, Amsterdam University of Applied 
Sciences
Carolyn O’Keefe, Memorial University of Newfoundland
Molly Witt, University of Vermont

_____________________________________________________________
Who Really Benefits with New Models of  
Student Assessment?
Location: PVH 100
Audience: Secondary (High School) & Individual, 
Post-Secondary (College & University)
Experience Level: All_____________________________________________________________

In recent years school leaders have started to question 
the validity of a traditional secondary school transcript, 
and many have raised questions on if there might be 
a new or better way to assess student learning and 
competencies. From these conversations a number of 
new assessment models have been born, among them 
the Mastery Transcript, Global Citizen Diploma, and the 
Learner Passport. With the growth in these new assess-
ment methodologies, however, there’s also cause for 
concern. Universities and schools alike are asking ques-
tions about how these might introduce additional biases 
into admission decisions, or the impact new and more 
complex transcripts may have on the resources needed 
in schools and universities. Join us for a balanced and 
candid discussion with viewpoints from both sides as 
we come together to help sort through the issues that 
have been raised with the growth of new assessment 
models.

PA N E L I S T S :
Eddie Arteaga, Mastery Transcript Consortium
Krista Despotovic-Jacobson, International School of 
Geneva, La Chataigneraie
Sue Garrett, University of Bath
Ffiona Rees, University of California, Los Angeles
Katryna Snow, Council of International Schools

C H AT T E R  T H AT M AT T E R S______________________________________________________
W E D N E S D AY ,  J U LY 1 2  |  1 0 : 1 5 -1 1 : 0 0 A M 

Join in on an Affinity Group or Chatter That Matters networking opportunity! Facilitated conversations will encourage 
shared ideas, thoughts and resources on member-submitted topics and shared interests.

 TOPIC LOCATION

  Enhancing Engagement Between Universities & Counselors GC 118

  How Do Predicted Grade Models Work at Different Schools? GC 150

  International ACAC Affinity Group: LGBTQ+ GC 140

  International ACAC Affinity Group: Mental Health & Well-Being GC 355

  International ACAC Affinity Group: Women of Color SIPA 125

  International Testing: Ideas & Issues DM 100

  Managing Parental Expectations & the Realities of University Acceptance PCA 150
  She-Powers in College Counseling: Empowering Female Counselors &  
  Discussing Their Unique Perspectives & Career Growth

GC 243

  Strategies to Maximize Financial Aid for International Students TAM 121

  Tips for Balancing Work & Leisure During Travel GL 100B

 Who Wins with the Rise of edTech in Recruitment? SASC 352
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_____________________________________________________________
AI & the Potential Death of the College Essay  
(From All Sides of the Desk)
Location: GC 118
Audience: All
Experience Level: All_____________________________________________________________

Who wrote this? AI or our session panelists? Come find 
out. Whether you are a university, college, high school, 
independent counselor, or vendor, AI is here to stay. This 
session will explore sample AI platforms, troubleshoot-
ing from all sides, and seek to discuss what an “authen-
tic” application means when we know that AI will be an 
inevitable part of writing across industries.

PA N E L I S T S :
Gloria Chyou Crawford, InitialView
Jennifer Hirsch, Claremont McKenna College
Sheen Luo, Kunming No. 1 High School International 
Education
Tina MacDonald, College of Charleston
Caitlin Worsham, CPC Global Education

_____________________________________________________________
Curriculum Supersession
Location: SIPA 125
Audience: All
Experience Level: All_____________________________________________________________

AP, IB, Cambridge International – all rigorous programs 
that prepare students well for university success. 
Representatives from all three organizations will share 
details about our different curricular offerings. Join a 
conversation about how our courses are regarded in the 
admissions process. Our focus is putting students first 
and serving schools and universities.

PA N E L I S T S :
James Bishop, Cambridge Assessment International 
Education
Jonathan Burdick, Cornell University
Rushi Sheth, The College Board
Marie Vivas, International Baccalaureate Organization

_____________________________________________________________
Data Driven, Not Data Derailed: A Roadmap for  
Overcoming Analysis Paralysis
Location: TAM 121
Audience: All
Experience Level: All_____________________________________________________________

This session will provide a framework for both AOs and 
counselors to simplify data usage in their day-to-day 
practice and empower all to transition from data over-
whelm to data efficiency. Using our institutions/schools 
as case studies, we will provide a roadmap for identify-
ing the most critical data points, ensuring data integrity, 
translating and visualizing large data sets, and using the 
key metrics to drive decision-making in recruitment and 
yield management for universities and colleges to drive 
college counseling in high schools. Our aim is to equip 
participants with new knowledge and practical ways of:

I. Engaging with big data, predictive and prescriptive 
analytics,
II. Using national and international trends,
III. Using their own institutional data,
IV. Incorporating universities’ and colleges’ more nu-
anced metrics into college admissions advising.

PA N E L I S T S :
Beau Benson, Northeastern University
Ruby Cheng, University of Colorado Colorado Springs
Bridget Coughlin, Halcyon International School
Sophia Hua, Beijing National Day School
Pan Luo, Brandeis University

_____________________________________________________________
Ethical Dilemmas in Our Evolving Industry:  
Breaking Down NACAC’s Guide to Ethical Practice  
in College Admission
Location: DM 100
Audience: All
Experience Level: All_____________________________________________________________

The world as we knew it has forever changed and so 
has admissions and counseling work with more major 
changes on the horizon. Amid a global pandemic, men-
tal health crises, a worldwide reckoning on systemic 
racism, fluctuating economies, and increased selectivity 
in admissions, how do we continue to center our work 
in ethical practice in 2023 when we are under so much 
pressure? Join International ACAC and NACAC represen-
tatives to unpack NACAC’s Guide to Ethical Practice in 
College Admission, to engage in discussions regarding 
ethical dilemmas, and to highlight best ways to support 
students from all sides of the desk.

PA N E L I S T S :
Ruby Bhattacharya, Barnard College
Vern Granger, University of Connecticut
Ramie Jacobson, UWC South East Asia, Dover Campus
Ffiona Rees, University of California, Los Angeles
Nan Zhang, WLSA Shanghai Academy

S E S S I O N  2  I N F O______________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
Family Matters: Helping Your Students Build an  
International Community
Location: PVH 100
Audience: All
Experience Level: All_____________________________________________________________

Looking beyond the traditional international study loca-
tions, this panel will highlight the student experience in 
Australia, Scotland and Wales. We will explore student life 
in these countries, including academic culture, student 
housing, on/off campus activities, and building commu-
nity. Counselors will learn tools to advise students of 
new and exciting international study options, and identify 
which students will succeed in these countries.

PA N E L I S T S :
Arddun Arwyn, Aberystwyth University
Donna Gall, University of Glasgow
Julia Jerving, University of Melbourne

_____________________________________________________________
IECs & School-Based Counselors: A Story of Colleagues
Location: GL 100B
Audience: All
Experience Level: All_____________________________________________________________

A school-based counselor’s objective is to fully support 
a student in their college application process. An inde-
pendent educational consultant’s objective is to fully 
support a student in their college application process. 
Therefore, why has it been so historically difficult for 
these professionals to work in tandem? In this session, 
we will share how leveraging complementary angles has 
worked for us, how universities react to this style of 
collaboration, and how other professionals in the field 
could replicate our practice.

PA N E L I S T S :
Kindel Hollis, Trinity University
Diego Lopez-Calleja, Lincoln School
Renee Lurie, Independent Educational Consultant
Monica Orlich, MovED Educational Consulting
Kindel Hollis, Trinity University

_____________________________________________________________
Lessons from International ACAC Scholars:  
Trends, Challenges, & Opportunities
Location: GC 243
Audience: All
Experience Level: All_____________________________________________________________

Educators from this year’s International ACAC Scholar 
Cohort will share information about the success their 
students have achieved at home and overseas in spite 
of significant obstacles. The Scholars will provide valu-
able insights about support systems they have built for 
students. They also welcome your questions!

PA N E L I S T S :
David Bett, Tujenge Africa Foundation
Roza Jeladyan, Shirakatsy Lyceum International Scien-
tific Educational Complex
Kaosarn Kasor, Thamavitya Mulniti School
Emmanuel Ngolefac, Government Bilingual High School, 
Bafoussam Rural
Michelle Trimpe, University of Chicago

_____________________________________________________________
Reinventing Yourself: Considering Changing Posts, Sides 
of the Desk, or Enhancing Your Experience in Your Cur-
rent Role? How Do I Stay Relevant?
Location: GC 150
Audience: All
Experience Level: Experienced_____________________________________________________________

This session is designed for people who have been 
working in higher education for over 10 years, who have 
been conducting the same type of work day-in, day-out 
and are looking to broaden their opportunities. Members 
of the panel have been in this field for nearly two de-
cades or more each and have worked on different sides 
of the desk at different types of schools. They will dis-
cuss the challenges and successes they’ve experienced. 
This is an opportunity for the audience to also engage in 
meaningful dialogue with one another sharing ideas.

PA N E L I S T S :
Joe Giacalone, Marist College
Becky Konowicz, Santa Clara University
Ray Marx, Colegio Americano de Quito
David Zutautas, Independent Member

_____________________________________________________________
The Evolving Role of Assessment in Admissions
Location: GC 140
Audience: All
Experience Level: All_____________________________________________________________

The pandemic has ushered in a new recruitment and 
admissions landscape that students, counselors, and 
admission leaders alike are learning to navigate. Join us 
for a conversation with representatives from both sides 
of the desk as we discuss changing admission require-
ments, innovations in testing, and the value of student 
choice when submitting scores is optional. What role 
can college entrance exams and English language pro-
ficiency tests play as institutions prioritize equity and 
access for international students, and work to support 
success in their post-secondary studies?

PA N E L I S T S :
Matt Bonser, Colorado College
Michelle Chow-Liu, Western Academy of Beijing
Jody Glassman, Florida International University
Kevin Hostetler, Duolingo English Test
Jeffrey Neill, Graded - The American School of São Paulo
Scott Smith, The College Board
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S E S S I O N  2  I N F O______________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
Wellness in Action – Perspectives from High School, 
Colleges & an Educational Non-Profit
Location: SASC 352
Audience: All
Experience Level: All_____________________________________________________________

Mental health challenges among college-age students 
have increasingly grown over the years and exacerbated by 
the COVID-19 pandemic. Join a high school counselor, col-
lege representatives and an educational access non-profit 
to discuss strategies on students’ mental health and well-
ness. Learn how these different institutions/organizations 
are collecting data to learn about students’ mental health 
and well-being, share out their strategies that support stu-
dents’ wellness, and take away actionable ideas that can 
be implemented at your institutions.

PA N E L I S T S :
Mick Amundson-Geisel, The International School Yangon
Elisa Edmondson, Ashinaga USA
Olivia Loo, Pasadena City College
Megan Mankerian-Stem, Gen Next Education, Inc.

_____________________________________________________________
What Now? Post-Secondary Team Leadership 2.0: Panel 
& Discussion (One-Year Check-In)
Location: GC 355
Audience: Post-Secondary (College & University)
Experience Level: Intermediate, Experienced_____________________________________________________________

Do you lead, or aspire to lead a high-performing recruit-
ment and admissions team?

Join us for a one-year check-in, following a dynamic 
and audience interactive conversation hosted in 2022 in 
Albuquerque.

This 2.0 panel and discussion will continue to explore 
what it takes to make the move from road warrior to 
team leadership. Contribute to dialogue as we formal-
ize candid conference conversations on the subject of 
transitions into leadership, the challenges, rewards, and 
realities of team leadership.

Let’s further the conversation, as we continue to navi-
gate the challenges of recruiting and retaining high-im-
pact teams, explore what this past year has been like 
with a breadth of return-to-work requests, the imple-
mentation of alternative work arrangements, and hybrid 
work models. What trends and sector changes have our 
panel of leaders, and audience members seen in the last 
year of global student recruitment and admissions?

PA N E L I S T S :
Carolyn Barr, Leiden University
Shannon Bracken , Ontario Tech University
Emily Mancuso, University of Toronto Mississauga
Molly Witt, University of Vermont

S E S S I O N  3  I N F O______________________________________________________
E D U C AT I O N  S E S S I O N  3
W E D N E S D AY ,  J U LY 1 2
3 : 0 0 - 4 : 0 0  P M

_____________________________________________________________
Beyond Rankings: How to Promote the Concept of Best 
Fit for Students
Location: GC 243
Audience: Secondary (High School) & Individual, 
Post-Secondary (College & University)
Experience Level: Intermediate_____________________________________________________________

Do you struggle with getting students to embody the 
concept of best fit and not best school? This presenta-
tion will explore an opportunity called the junior project 
that seeks to assist students in personal and academic 
reflection through a structured powerpoint presentation 
that culminates with them identifying multiple schools 
that are the best fit for their individual needs. We will 
also discuss how universities can help echo the mes-
sage of best fit during their high school visits.

PA N E L I S T S :
Phil Abraham, American Community School of Abu Dhabi
Katie Leishear, American School of Brasilia
Jeffrey Neill, Graded - The American School of São Paulo

_____________________________________________________________
Character Matters- Infusing the University Admissions 
Process with Social Emotional Awareness
Location: GC 140
Audience: All
Experience Level: Beginner, Intermediate_____________________________________________________________

In a world where competition seems to drive decisions, 
the character and attitude of the student often gets lost in 
the shuffle of GPA, test scores, and the right kind of recs. 
This session will focus on ways counselors can infuse 
more activities focusing on the social-emotional needs of 
students for better outcomes for the student. The session 
will feature research from brain science, best practices, 
and the work of Making Caring Common. Participants will 
walk away with some tangible practices, whether their 
school has a counselor of one or one of many.

PA N E L I S T S :
Megan Mankerian-Stem, Gen Next Education, Inc.
Christina McDade, Lincoln Community School
Ango Paul Mwakisu , NYU Abu Dhabi
Sonia Soni, Aditya Birla World Academy

_____________________________________________________________
Choosing a University, Choosing a Major: Making the 
Most of Your UK Application
Location: GC 150
Audience: Secondary (High School) & Individual
Experience Level: All
_____________________________________________________________

We will be delivering a brief presentation, outlining:
• Brief overview and history of the range of institutions  
 across the UK, why does that matter?
• Myth-busting preconceived notions and ideas about  
 the UK and studying there
• What universities offer students - where and how to  
 find this out, including
   Degree content
   What are students buying into
   What do they study and how they are assessed
   Employability opportunities
   Niche subjects/specialized subject areas
   Challenges
• Rankings and statistics – simple pointers to make  
 sense of the data

There will be a range of student testimonials (record-
ings and live) to give counselors understanding from the 
student point of view, of their experiences in choosing 
and applying to institutions in the UK. Having students 
live (likely to be virtual) during the event will allow for 
interactivity with counselors able to ask questions.

PA N E L I S T S :
Lyndsey Ashton, Manchester Metropolitan University
Andrew Hamilton, University of Dundee
Jonny Hill, Ulster University
Rachel Holzinger, Cardiff University
Sohvi Riekkinen, Northumbria University

_____________________________________________________________
Computer Science is the New Engineering
Location: SASC 352
Audience: Secondary (High School) & Individual,  
Organization (For-Profit, Non-Profit, CBO)
Experience Level: Experienced_____________________________________________________________

For the past two decades, engineering was the most 
competitive program that students were applying to. 
And then, a few years ago, a new trend began to emerge. 
Computer science has now eclipsed engineering. As the 
number of prospective computer science applicants 
has risen, secondary school counselors find themselves 
struggling to find a wider range of programs for students 
to apply to.

What do counselors need to know about this important 
major? What is the best curricular preparation for stu-
dents who want to pursue a career in this field? And how 
can counselors support these curricular choices and 
help students find HEI options, regardless of whether 
the student is towards the top or bottom of the class?

PA N E L I S T S :
Graham Barnes, University of Waterloo
Rebecca Kelley, Concourse Global Enrollment, Inc.
Petra Marlin, The University of Southern Mississippi
Nick Skeavington, University of York

We are the answer to
ChatGPT

InitialView helps students demonstrate their ability to engage in a way that’s authentic,
credible, and compelling. Grammar and “right” answers don’t matter any more thanks to

generative AI; what matters is the ability to communicate effectively. 
 

Actually, that’s all that ever mattered.
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S E S S I O N  3  I N F O______________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
Displaced Again? Navigating Refugee Student  
Recruitment, Admissions & Enrollment
Location: GL 100B
Audience: Secondary (High School) & Individual, 
Post-Secondary (College & University)
Experience Level: Intermediate, Experienced_____________________________________________________________

While we all have positive intentions to counsel and 
advocate for, admit and enroll refugee students, there 
is a lot more work needed to understand how best to 
assist students who have been displaced and living 
as refugees. This session will give perspectives from 
both counselors working with refugee students on the 
African continent and admissions officers who have 
intentionally worked as part of a task force on how to be 
more refugee-inclusive in their colleges’ admissions and 
enrollment policies. We intend this session to provide 
practical tips and give a realistic view of the challenges 
refugee students face and the work needed for them to 
navigate them.

PA N E L I S T S :
James Akaba, Open Dreams
David Bett, Tujenge Africa Foundation
Markus Burns, Williams College
Ashley Pallie, California Institute of Technology
Rebecca Zeigler Mano, Education Matters

_____________________________________________________________
Exploring the Growth of International Programs in  
National Curricula: A Comparison of Secondary School  
& University Perspectives
Location: GC 355
Audience: All
Experience Level: All_____________________________________________________________

What does it mean to be an international student today? 
This session will examine the implications of the rise of 
internationally-oriented high school curricula worldwide, 
following on the success of the IB.

How effective are these diplomas in promoting bilingual-
ism, global citizenship, and critical thinking within the 
framework of national or state curricula? To what extent 
are these diplomas also an elite marketing tool for aspi-
rational families?

We will introduce several examples, such as the new 
Baccalauréat Français International (BFI), Spain’s bilin-
gual schools, the AP International Diploma (APID), and 
Cambridge IGSCEs/ A-Levels in non-UK schools. Our 
panel of international university admissions officers will 
then discuss how they evaluate such candidates and 
how these diplomas contribute to student success at 
their institutions.

PA N E L I S T S :
Catherine Boalch, Lycee International de Saint Germain 
en Laye
Alban Ferrieu, The Uni Advisor
Nathan Mack, University of Southern California
Elisa Melendez, IE University
Charlie Pybus, Durham University

_____________________________________________________________
How to Make the Student Experience Delightful in the 
Admission Process
Location: PVH 100
Audience: Secondary (High School) & Individual, 
Post-Secondary (College & University)
Experience Level: All_____________________________________________________________

The world has changed astronomically in the past 20, 
10, 5, or 2 years. Doing things the same way we’ve done 
them for years is not accessible or engaging for today’s 
Gen Z students. We can change our approach to intrigue 
students and make the process delightful, while still 
maintaining a rigorous and holistic admissions process. 
Ultimately, this approach is going to give you a better 
view of the whole student AND make the process fun and 
exploratory as opposed to stressful and inaccessible.

PA N E L I S T S :
Georges Macheta, Student at the University of St. Thomas
John Nesbitt, Duolingo English Test
Dinorah Rechani, The Columbus School
Michelle Trimpe, University of Chicago

_____________________________________________________________
Is Reverse Admissions the Future?
Location: GC 118
Audience: All
Experience Level: All_____________________________________________________________

Reverse admissions is an entirely new approach to 
college admissions that flips the script on the traditional 
admissions model. This novel approach, in which uni-
versities come to students (rather than the other way 
around) creates new opportunities and challenges in sup-
porting international students post admission. Listen to a 
few case studies on how institutions have used this new 
admissions model to make international education more 
accessible, as a way to diversify their incoming student 
classes and help students broaden their options.

PA N E L I S T S :
Brittany Adams, Navitas University Pathways
Rebecca Hansen, The College of Wooster
Joe Morrison, Concourse Global Enrollment, Inc.
Jennifer Tassell, International School of Panama

S E S S I O N  3  I N F O______________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
Queer Matters: Reading Student Mobility through Queer 
Studies for Admissions & Counseling
Location: SIPA 125
Audience: All
Experience Level: All_____________________________________________________________

This session situates student mobility, one of the key 
features of internationalization, within the framework of 
queer studies to conduct a comparative analysis of the 
means through (and the extent to) which universities in 
the UK and the US create an inclusive and welcoming 
space for their students. Simultaneously, the presenta-
tion will review benchmarking instruments such as the 
Campus Pride Index (in the US) and Stonewall’s Diversity 
Champions Programme (in the UK) to create a handy 
tool for college counselors for evaluating institutions on 
inclusivity. A cross-institutional collaboration across ac-
ademic faculty, admissions, and counseling, the session 
promotes reflection on and engagement with the role 
played by gender and sexuality in student recruitment 
and experience.

PA N E L I S T S :
Dane Rowley, California Lutheran University
Swati Shrestha, International School Bangkok
Amritesh Singh, University of St Andrews

_____________________________________________________________
The New Norm: Innovative Recruitment Strategies  
in the Era of AI
Location: TAM 121
Audience: Secondary (High School) & Individual, 
Post-Secondary (College & University)
Experience Level: All_____________________________________________________________

Whether we like it or not, the era of AI is here. With 
ChatGPT writing college essays, passing medical school 
exams and even prescribing medication, there’s no limit 
to what it can do as it continues to improve and enhance 
its functionality. This has raised great concerns among 
admission professionals about the authenticity of the 
application files that they have received and will receive 
in the future. But AI is here to stay and as we learn to 
co-exist with it, it is more urgent than ever for admission 
officers to be innovative and nimble-minded about their 
international recruitment strategies.

This session aims to share best practices of exciting, 
innovative and effective ways of engaging with inter-
national markets with a focus on China beyond the 
traditional recruitment models to counter the potential 
negative effects of AI (and we are not just talking about 
interviews).

PA N E L I S T S :
Solomon Enos, Duke University
Xiaofeng Wan, Amherst College
John Yi, Yale University
Li Zhang, Shanghai Starriver Bilingual School
Nan Zhang, WLSA Shanghai Academy

_____________________________________________________________
We Are (Global) Family: Innovative Ways to Advance 
International Student Engagement & Success
Location: DM 100
Audience: All
Experience Level: All_____________________________________________________________

It takes a village to recruit, develop, and support a 
diverse international student community within the 
context of global higher education. A panel of seasoned 
experts, representing various flavors of institutions (in-
cluding our sister organization, NACAC), will explore key 
themes & challenges impacting our International ACAC 
family of members. 

These themes include:
• understanding the future of finding college matches;
• globalizing access/ inclusion/ belonging/ welcomeness  
 initiatives;
• serving as ambassadors & advocates for the college  
 career counseling worldwide; and
• anticipating major shifts in global student  
 decision-making and demographics (with a focus on  
 affordability & return-on-investment, especially with  
 the emergence of the global South as source of  
 student mobility and as a higher ed destination).

We will identify actionable insights and will share pro-
prietary data and research to spark and inform a highly 
interactive discussion.

PA N E L I S T S :
Vern Granger, University of Connecticut
Shilpa Gupta, UWC ISAK Japan
Clay Hensley, International Education Consultant
Murphy Miller, National Association for College  
Admission Counseling (NACAC)
Rohan Pasari, Cialfo
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E D U C AT I O N  S E S S I O N  4
T H U R S D AY ,  J U LY 1 3
9 : 0 0 -1 0 : 0 0  A M

_____________________________________________________________
Access Issues in a Test-Optional World:  
HALI Case Studies Exercise
Location: GC 150
Audience: Secondary (High School) & Individual, 
Post-Secondary (College & University)
Experience Level: All_____________________________________________________________

Come engage with us in small group discussion format 
to crack complex admissions issues based on real life 
case studies of HALI students from Africa. We will work 
in mixed admissions-counselors groups to break down 
and discuss cases and report back. Get ready to roll up 
your sleeves and contribute your ideas for how together 
we can increase access and inclusion for low-income 
international students!

PA N E L I S T S :
Abraham Barry, Meto
Cleo Ingabire, Gashora Girls Academy of Science & 
Technology
Laura Kaub, Duolingo English Test
Norris Kayitare, Bridge2Rwanda
Misco Mungai, HALI Access Network
Rebecca Zeigler Mano, Education Matters

_____________________________________________________________
Africa 2.0 - Navigating Beyond the Headlines & Clichés
Location: GC 118
Audience: Secondary (High School) & Individual, 
Post-Secondary (College & University)
Experience Level: All_____________________________________________________________

Africa Rising, Aspiring Africa, Betting on Africa… beyond 
the headlines, how does one navigate a continent of 
1.2 billion people of which 60% are below the age of 25 
years? Whether you are a seasoned admissions officer, 
student recruiter, or are brand new in the industry, this 
interactive session will aim to provide you strategies to 
make the most of any student recruitment trip to the con-
tinent. Join Canadian university representatives as they 
share their best practices, travel tips, challenges, and 
opportunities to build your institutions’ brand in Africa. 
In addition, we also will share our successes and disap-
pointments, plus our favorite dishes/snacks/drinks (and 
where to get them!) from our travels on the continent.

PA N E L I S T S :
Rasha Abu Ramadan, Western University
Alex Gachanja, The University of Winnipeg
Zaa Nkweta, Emily Carr University of Art + Design

_____________________________________________________________
Beyond AP & IB: Recognizing & Respecting Local  
Academic Credentials to Meet International Students 
Where They Are
Location: SIPA 125
Audience: Post-Secondary (College & University),  
Organization (For-Profit, Non-Profit, CBO)
Experience Level: Intermediate, Experienced_____________________________________________________________

International student mobility patterns are shifting from 
the Global North to the Global South.

In a post-SAT world — as a more diverse cohort of 
students apply to more types of universities from more 
types of school environments, submitting a variety of 
local academic records — it is essential for global-
ly-minded higher ed institutions to meet these aspiring 
students where they are. Recognizing and respecting 
local credentials is becoming an intercultural competen-
cy for world-class universities.

This case study will examine research from a collective 
of bellwether universities that are engaged in a collabo-
rative effort to develop equivalency/ credit & placement 
policies recognizing India’s CBSE (Central Board of Sec-
ondary Education) academic credentials.

A panel of experts will share & discuss their respective 
approaches, methodologies, findings, and results. We 
will seek to apply these outcomes to other local/ re-
gional credentials to support a more nuanced review 
by higher ed admissions teams, putting the academic 
records of international students in context.

PA N E L I S T S :
Beau Benson, Northeastern University
Clay Hensley, International Education Consultant
Swaraj Nandan, KIC UnivAssist
Vicki Seefeldt West, Ohio University
Michelle Whittingham, University of California, Santa Cruz

_____________________________________________________________
Building Sustainable Models to Enroll Refugee  
& Displaced Students
Location: GC 243
Audience: Post-Secondary (College & University)
Experience Level: All_____________________________________________________________

At a time of historic global displacement, higher edu-
cation institutions are seeking ways to enroll refugee 
displaced students in a sustainable model, not as con-
tinuous emergency response. This session will explore 
at least three different approaches and opportunities for 
colleges and universities to enroll refugee and displaced 
students including how to leverage funds to create 
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S E S S I O N  4  I N F O______________________________________________________
scholarships, coordinating with other institutions as part 
of the Global Student Haven Initiative, and the newly 
launched college and university sponsorship program for 
refugee students. Come learn how you can adopt these 
models and effective practice on your campus.

PA N E L I S T S :
Emma Daszkiewicz, Trinity College
Miriam Feldblum, Presidents’ Alliance on Higher Educa-
tion in Immigration
Joel Hart, Pomona College
Peter Smith, University of California, Berkeley

_____________________________________________________________
Curious About Intellectual Curiosity? Unpacking How 
to Help Students Explore, Define, & Leverage It in the 
Admissions Process
Location: GC 140
Audience: Secondary (High School) & Individual,  
Organization (For-Profit, Non-Profit, CBO)
Experience Level: All_____________________________________________________________

“Intellectual curiosity” has become a popular buzzword 
in the college admissions world. What does it actually 
mean, why is it valued, and how can it be conveyed in an 
application? Are there some activities or pursuits that 
better demonstrate this trait than others, and how can 
we include exploration of intellectual curiosity in a col-
lege counseling curriculum? Join us for a conversation 
about supporting students in leveraging their intellectu-
al fit in the admissions process.

PA N E L I S T S :
Mary de Villiers, University of Notre Dame
Nathan Mack, University of Southern California
Niki McInteer, Wake Forest University
Brett Fuller, Pioneer Academics
Michelle Trimpe, University of Chicago

_____________________________________________________________
Hidden Gem Universities & How to Find Them
Location: DM 100
Audience: Secondary (High School) & Individual, 
Post-Secondary (College & University)
Experience Level: All_____________________________________________________________

Counseling for fit and purpose is a goal all counselors 
aspire to achieve. Yet many times, students and families 
may narrow their university list to ones that are common-
ly recognized, irrespective of fit. This session will focus 
on institutions in four different countries - Canada, Italy, 
Qatar and Switzerland - that serve as a great case study 
of the “hidden gem” university option that could be the 
perfect fit. Counselors, join our session to learn how to 
illustrate and identify the markers of fit that matter most 

to stakeholders. University colleagues, join the conversa-
tion as we share practical ideas on how to “get your foot 
in the door” with future students and counselors who 
might have never heard of your institution before.

PA N E L I S T S :
Moustafa Ezz, Huron at Western University
Aaron Jones , American School of Doha
Fernanda Mayer Silva, The American University of Rome
Petra Orent, Franklin University Switzerland

_____________________________________________________________
How Applications Are Read - From Download to Decision
Location: GC 355
Audience: Secondary (High School) & Individual
Experience Level: Beginner, Intermediate_____________________________________________________________

In this session, we will take a deep dive into how appli-
cations are actually read and processed at different in-
stitutions. This session will focus mostly on the mechan-
ics and structure of the admissions reading process, and 
we will hear from experienced international admissions 
officers on how the process has changed and continues 
to evolve. Will A.I. play a part (or does it already)? Panel-
ists represent both public and private institutions.

PA N E L I S T S :
Jennifer Hirsch, Claremont McKenna College
Katie Korhonen, New York University
Liam McCartney, Boston University
Sheri Neal, Shanghai American School
Seray Teleke, University of California, Los Angeles

_____________________________________________________________
Small Colleges, Big Opportunities: Promoting Liberal 
Arts Colleges to Professional-Minded Applicants
Location: GL 100B
Audience: All
Experience Level: All_____________________________________________________________

Career-focused international applicants tend to overlook 
liberal arts colleges - even those with superior outcomes 
in employment and professional school admission to 
similarly selective national universities. LACs reject fewer 
qualified applicants than larger reputational peers while 
often offering more equitable need-based aid policies. 
Representatives from both sides of the desk break down 
practical pitches to increase interest in LACs.

PA N E L I S T S :
Markus Burns, Williams College
Noah Dvorak, Kaohsiung American School
Bruce Hammond, Tsinglan School
Grace Robertson-Lloyd, Grinnell College
Anna-Theresa Wise, Hamilton College

S E S S I O N  4  I N F O______________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
Supporting vs Othering International Students at Your  
Institution & The Role of International Admissions Counseling
Location: TAM 121
Audience: All
Experience Level: Intermediate____________________________________________________________

Sometimes efforts to support international students 
actually have the opposite effect, with the unintended 
consequence of othering them. How can we recognize 
and support the needs of international students while 
not othering them, and how can we tell the difference? 
Why does this need to be a campus-wide effort and 
what is the key role of international admissions and 
recruitment? We will address this topic from admissions, 
counseling, and recruiting perspectives.

PA N E L I S T S :
Joan Liu, Second Chance
Megan Mankerian-Stem, Gen Next Education, Inc.
Marie Whalen, Whitworth University
Sam Wong, Hong Kong Baptist University

_____________________________________________________________
The Future & Status of IECs within International ACAC
Location: PVH 100
Audience: All
Experience Level: All_____________________________________________________________

IECs are here to stay. Some are good. Some are not so 
good. Some create access. Others build on elite status. 
What makes a good IEC? What benchmarks could In-
ternational ACAC set from an organizational standpoint 
to let members better understand how many reputable 
IECs are out there, where, and what exactly they do? 
This panel seeks suggestions that could lead to an in-
ternal accreditation status for IECs seeking an additional 
layer of legitimacy within our global community in a new, 
ethical, rigorous, and inclusive way.

PA N E L I S T S :
Cindy Fowler, Mercersburg Academy
Neeraj Mandhana, The Next Genius Foundation
Amy Markham, Mount Holyoke College
Ray Marx, Colegio Americano de Quito
Caitlin Worsham, CPC Global Education

_____________________________________________________________
Update on the Lowlands: Studying in the Netherlands
Location: SASC 352
Audience: Secondary (High School) & Individual,  
Organization (For-Profit, Non-Profit, CBO)
Experience Level: All_____________________________________________________________

The Netherlands has become, and remains an excep-
tionally popular destination for students interested in 
high-quality English-taught programs in a unique set-
ting. International students are highly valued for their 
contributions to the classroom, and developing their 
talent is integral to the mission of higher education 
institutions. This session will give an update on interna-
tional recruitment in the Netherlands with an in-depth 
overview that includes insight into the public system of 
education, the current challenges that institutions and 
students face due to its popularity, critical elements 
of fit/matching, government updates and a look to the 
future where international students continue to be wel-
come in the Netherlands.

PA N E L I S T S :
Dennis Baas, Eindhoven University of Technology
Carolyn Barr, Leiden University
Sally Gascoigne, Hotelschool The Hague
Tanya Mudde-Malik, Rotterdam Business School
Denise Nijhuis, University College Roosevelt



44 45

S E S S I O N  5  I N F O______________________________________________________
E D U C AT I O N  S E S S I O N  5
T H U R S D AY ,  J U LY 1 4
1 : 4 5 -2 : 4 5  P M
_____________________________________________________________
AI: Transforming University Admissions & College  
Counseling
Location: GC 118
Audience: All
Experience Level: All____________________________________________________________

This session will explore the evolving role of AI in college 
counseling and admissions. Our panelists will discuss the 
integration of AI in their work, address common concerns 
and ethical considerations, and showcase the potential 
benefits of adopting AI tools. In addition to exploring the 
implications of AI in the lives of students, counselors, and 
admissions professionals, the session will help you navi-
gate the ever-changing AI landscape with some practical 
tips. Don’t miss this opportunity to level-up your game!

TA R G E T A U D I E N C E
Secondary (High School) & Individual
Post-Secondary (College & University)
Organization (For-Profit, Non-Profit, CBO)

PA N E L I S T S :
Jim Faherty, Green School Bali
Amy Kice, American School of Madrid
Tim Munnerlyn, Cialfo
Jeffrey Neill, Graded - The American School of Sao Paulo
Johnny Yang, Apt Learning
_____________________________________________________________
Are You Addicted to Work? Let’s Talk About It
Location: SASC 352
Audience: All
Experience Level: All____________________________________________________________

“What you do changes the trajectory of the future of 
these young people.” It is rewarding and fulfilling, it could 
also weigh on us. In this session, we would like to address 
some of the addictive work behavior we observed, dis-
cuss the possibilities to draw a boundary, and encourage 
candid and ongoing conversation between both sides of 
the table, and more importantly, with ourselves.

PA N E L I S T S :
Jennifer Cheong, Crofton House School
San Lee, University of California, Davis
Sam Wong, Hong Kong Baptist University
_____________________________________________________________
Fierce & Daring: Guides to Effective Leadership
Location: GC 140
Audience: All
Experience Level: Intermediate, Experienced____________________________________________________________

Brave leadership is a goal for many of us, but what does 
it actually look like, in practice, to be an empathetic 
leader who can get things done in a results-oriented 
organization, university or school?

This session of women in leadership roles across higher 
and secondary education will provide strategies and solu-
tions that have proven effective in their roles at the sec-
ondary and tertiary level. We will examine case studies 
to illustrate how to effectively advocate for your needs 
in order to achieve your goals. With a focus on the im-
portance of collaboration, this session will include robust 
audience participation as we share ideas and strategies 
in order to support each other as we navigate challenging 
leadership scenarios. Participants will leave the session 
with ideas and strategies to develop their own leadership 
skills in the future. Conference participants of all identi-
ties are invited to attend; this session will be a welcom-
ing, inclusive space for discussion and collaboration.

PA N E L I S T S : 
Anne Corriveau, Boston University
Johanna Fishbein, The American School in Switzerland
Elizabeth Mohr , TASIS, The American School in England
Beth Shotton, University of St Andrews

_____________________________________________________________
Finding Your New Home - What Really is Best-Fit  
& Why Does it Matter?
Location: GL 100B
Audience: Secondary (High School) & Individual, 
Post-Secondary (College & University)
Experience Level: All____________________________________________________________

Finding best-fit is important. If a student ends up in the 
wrong place, educational outcomes, self-esteem, even 
mental health can suffer. This then affects everyone 
involved, including guardians, peers, and university staff, 
in a really negative way; the emotional and financial 
investment is questioned. On the other hand, at the right 
place, students can flourish and achieve great educa-
tional and social success.

But what really is best-fit and how can we support stu-
dents in finding not just one, but a great list of those?

A few (provocative) questions: does climate or even 
location really matter? Shouldn’t academics be the top 
priority? How can the student’s and the family’s am-
bitions be reconciled with our professional opinion on 
their chances? Should universities be clearer on who 
they are looking for? What is universities’ stake in this? 
How can universities and counselors work together 
more effectively to ensure best (possible) fit and thus 
maximize student success and outcomes?

We are four professionals from both sides of the desk 
and working across the globe. Join us to start a conver-
sation on this topic.

PA N E L I S T S :
Lucy Lee Allen, Shrewsbury International School ‘]
Bangkok Riverside
Agnes Horvath, Milestone Oktatási Egyesület
Manju Sharma, B D Somani International School
Kim Zwisterloot, University College Utrecht

S E S S I O N  5  I N F O______________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
Finding Your People: Creating Student Communities  
Before Arrival
Location: DM 100
Audience: Post-Secondary (College & University)
Experience Level: All____________________________________________________________

When international students choose a university for 
their studies, they are looking for more than an academ-
ic degree. They are looking for a home away from home. 
Transitioning to university comes with uncertainty and 
anxiety, and one way we can minimize the stress is by 
making sure students have their community in place be-
fore they leave their home country. Join us for a discus-
sion of practices on how we created pre-arrival student 
communities at four university campuses. A survey of 
Fall 2022 incoming students was conducted across 
campuses and will show what students are looking for 
and what initiatives work best for them. We’ll open up 
to discussion so that all in attendance can share their 
practices for the learning of the group.

PA N E L I S T S :
Daphna Berger , Utrecht University
iLaria Bossi , Università Cattolica del Sacro Cuore
Heidi Buffington, Saint Louis University - Madrid Campus
Lars Molenaar , Goin’ Connect

_____________________________________________________________
Five Tips on Passing the Baton
Location: GC 355
Audience: Secondary (High School) & Individual
Experience Level: All____________________________________________________________

In the midst of the Great Resignation, there are also a lot 
of transitions. Whether you are the counselor leaving or 
the counselor entering a secondary school, this session 
is about how to ensure a smooth baton pass. There’s 
never been an official playbook for this, but there are 
some best practices that can ensure that the transition 
for your students, school, and community is a smooth 
one. Learn tips and takeaways for optimizing a seamless 
transition, whether you’re the predecessor or the suc-
cessor.

PA N E L I S T S :
Marissa Gambardella, Concourse Global Enrollment, Inc.
Rosa Moreno-Zutautus, International Schools  
Partnership Limited
Erin Slocum, Tanglin Trust School
Anna Wright, Benjamin School

_____________________________________________________________
Hosting an International ACAC Conference  
or Regional Institute
Location: GC 150
Audience: All
Experience Level: All____________________________________________________________

Welcoming hundreds of international counselors and 
university representatives to your campus can be a 
formative event for an institution. Our Association offers 
three opportunities each year for high schools and uni-
versity campuses to participate in an impactful educa-
tional event as a host institution.

Come discover what it takes to host an upcoming Inter-
national ACAC event – whether it is a Summer Annual 
Conference or one of the popular local Regional Insti-
tutes. Participants will learn about the benefits and 
requirements, and how institutions are true partners in 
the process alongside International ACAC. We will be 
joined by the International ACAC Leadership Team as 
well as several past International ACAC Conference and 
Regional Institute hosts to answer all of your questions 
including: cost, logistics, getting your administration on 
board, and much, much more.

PA N E L I S T S :
Michelle Chow-Liu, Western Academy of Beijing
Erin Garcia, International ACAC
Lisa Hollett, International ACAC
Pablo Torres, University of New Mexico
Dalia Wardany, Foothill and De Anza Colleges

_____________________________________________________________
How to Introduce New Markets to Students
Location: TAM 121
Audience: All
Experience Level: All
____________________________________________________________

In the past few years, many international students now 
find themselves at the intersection of geopolitical, eco-
nomic, and social challenges. As currencies fluctuate wildly 
around the world, students are seeking new options, mar-
kets, and schools to apply to that are more affordable.

Counselors need to learn about these new markets 
and be able to introduce new options to their students. 
Especially when it comes to schools whose cultures are 
entrenched in the rankings game, how can counselors 
effectively introduce new markets, schools and tools to 
students effectively?

PA N E L I S T S :
Rebecca Kelley, Concourse Global Enrollment, Inc.
Chris Lawrance, The University of Sydney
Freddy Mason, Nagoya University of Commerce & Business
Fernanda Mayer Silva, The American University of Rome
Petra Orent, Franklin University Switzerland



46 47

S E S S I O N  5  I N F O______________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
New to a Territory? How to Build Connections  
with Counselors & Families from Different Cultures
Location: GC 243
Audience: Post-Secondary (College & University)
Experience Level: Beginner, Intermediate____________________________________________________________

The session will help new and returning members (uni-
versity reps) on how to build connections with coun-
selors, students, and families from different cultures. 
This session is ideal for those who are either new to the 
international world, or have new territories where they 
have never interacted with that community. If you have 
limited information on the culture, ideals, or values, we 
will provide you with tips to help you prepare before 
arriving to the location - to help us make more meaning-
ful and impactful connections. We will learn the Do’s and 
Don’ts of some of the regions around the world, when 
interacting with the community. This is an open space 
for open discussion for all of us to learn from one anoth-
er. It is also a session where we will learn from different 
cultures and have some interactive activities!

PA N E L I S T S :
Claudia Botero, JCT4Education
Emerson Buczolits, OCAD University
Lesly Garcia, Marist College

_____________________________________________________________
Spotlighting Youth: An Access Perspective
Location: PVH 100
Audience: All
Experience Level: All
____________________________________________________________

Representatives from Rise, HALI Access Network, North-
western University, and Syrian Youth Empowerment 
will discuss how access organizations are collaborating 
amongst themselves and with universities to identify 
talented but under-resourced youth and create path-
ways for them to access opportunities. Access organiza-
tion representatives will provide insight on how to best 

understand the context of the applicants and the chal-
lenges they overcome. Admissions representatives will 
discuss how they leverage the work that CBOs are doing 
on behalf of students to substantiate potential and 
success beyond tests. As part of this discussion pre-
senters will provide tips on how each side of the desk 
can manage and strengthen relationships to facilitate 
recruitment, build partnerships, and enable applicants 
to be considered in the most accurate light.

PA N E L I S T S :
Elysa Bryen, Syrian Youth Empowerment
Christina Callahan, Northwestern University
Greg Manne, Rise
Misco Mungai, HALI Access Network

_____________________________________________________________
What Does the US Supreme Court’s Decision Mean for 
Our Work?
Location: SIPA 125
Audience: All
Experience Level: All
____________________________________________________________

For the last few decades, the US Supreme Court has 
affirmed the consideration of race as a valid means to 
enrolling diverse student populations at US institutions. 
How will International ACAC members need to adjust, 
prepare, and provide for support in light of the Supreme 
Court ruling? How do we help students and their fami-
lies to understand the implications? How do we redefine 
best practices to continue centering equity and inclu-
sion in our work? Join us for a discussion co-hosted 
by NACAC and the International ACAC Executive Board 
about the history and potential future of race-conscious 
admissions and its ramifications for our community.

PA N E L I S T S :
Ruby Bhattacharya, Barnard College
Isthier Chaudhury, Swarthmore College
Vern Granger, University of Connecticut
Ffiona Rees, University of California, Los Angeles

I N  M E M O R A N D U M______________________________________________________
TA M A R A L A P M A N
In December of 2022, the international education world lost one of the greats, Ta-
mara Lapman. Tamara was a seasoned admission officer, widely known and recog-
nized for the impactful work she did for nearly 20 years in the field of international 
admission. A dedicated admission professional since 2005, Tamara worked at Arcadia 
University, Bryn Mawr College, University of Richmond, and most recently at the Uni-
versity of Miami, where she was the Director of International and Transfer Admission. 
Tamara was a bright light who loved nothing more than traveling the world, advocat-
ing for students, and playing with her dog, Frank.

Tamara’s work was her life calling, and she made a difference in the lives of thou-
sands of prospective and current students at each of the institutions she served. 
From India to Jordan, Romania to Rwanda, Azerbaijan to Vietnam, this was her pas-
sion -- to provide opportunities to those who wouldn’t otherwise have it. Many of the 
students whose lives she has touched have reflected on her impact, with one writing, 
“Tamara is one of the sweetest, kindest, and most beautiful human beings that I have 
known. She changed my life. She spent hours reading my application, asking ques-
tions about me so she could advocate for [me].”

Tamara’s work made US higher education possible for international students with 
dreams as wide-ranging as the countries that issued their passports. Had her life not 
tragically been cut short in an act of domestic violence, many thousands more would 
have benefitted from her wonderful soul. We welcome you to make a donation to the 
One Love Foundation (www.joinonelove.org) in her name and honor.

S A U N  M C A U L E Y
Sean McAuley worked in international counseling positions for 25 years, Sean had 
the opportunity to connect with many International ACAC members during his time 
at GEMS World Academy, Singapore American School, UWCSEA Dover, Bali Interna-
tional School, and Overseas Family School. In addition to being a valued member of 
International ACAC, Sean co-founded Global University Counselor Connect, which 
was the first regional university counselor conference in Asia.

A natural mentor, Sean never missed a moment to offer his colleagues resources, 
advice, or a listening ear. He made it his mission to identify ways to improve school cli-
mate and culture for all members of every school community. He will be greatly missed 
in the international admissions world, this organization, and his dear family.

You are invited to please leave stories, photos, or videos of Sean for his family and 
friends at this memorial site: www.forevermissed.com/sean-robert-mcauley/about.
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PA N AT H A O T T
Panetha Nychis Ott served as the Director of Admission, International Recruit-
ment at Brown University in Rhode Island. Panetha had been a member of our 
organization since the early 90s. Founding members of International ACAC have 
said that the support from Panetha as such a well-respected colleague was 
integral in establishing the legitimacy of a young organization.

Panetha began her career at Brown in 1989, and worked for over 33 years recruit-
ing international students to College Hill. Those that knew Panetha remember her 
as a champion for international students and secondary school counselors in the 
regions she visited and supported. Following 9/11, Panetha worked with NACAC to 
form an ad-hoc committee for the ethical treatment of international students. She 
was also hired by the U.S. State Department as a “circuit rider”, traveling around 
the world to international schools promoting higher education.

She served on the International ACAC Executive Board as Vice President for Ad-
vocacy & Outreach (formerly known as Government Relations) during the early 
2000s, having a big part in the planning of the 2003 International ACAC Con-
ference at Brown University. Panetha was also one of the creators of the first 
Regional Institute in China in 2015. She helped to develop and shape the curric-
ulum, and immediately supported the work of the organization.

The International ACAC community has lost a friend, a colleague, and a warrior – 
Panetha never stopped fighting for opportunities for talented students from around 
the world. She enjoyed traveling and sharing her extensive knowledge, and was up 
at all hours, answering emails from students and counselors in various time zones.

S T E V E N  S H AW

Steven Shaw served as the Associate Vice Provost and Director of the Office of 
International Admissions for the University of Buffalo, the State University of 
New York. He was a highly respected and knowledgeable practitioner of interna-
tional education and will be dearly missed. Steven’s institution has paid tribute 
to his life, contributions, and legacy in the field.

Tributes for Steven have been pouring in from across the globe, and Interna-
tional ACAC encourages its members to join in honoring his memory. Cynthia Yu, 
Assistant Director of International Admissions and Enrollment, had this to say 
about her colleague “I met Steven Shaw a decade ago as a new recruiter on an 
international recruitment trip in India. He always had a big smile working with 
prospective students and parents. His passion, willingness to share his exper-
tise and experience with colleagues and friends, has always reminded me how 
meaningful our work would impact one’s journey in many different perspectives. 
Although he was my direct supervisor for only a short few years at UB, I have 
learned so much from him and he has been supportive. The Covid years have 
brought us closer, I just wish we had more conversations. Thank you Steven for 
everything you did, the impacts you made at UB, and the international admis-
sions community. You will be missed.”

We offer our heartfelt condolences to Steven’s family and the University of Buf-
falo community, which he affectionately referred to as “UB.”

I N  M E M O R A N D U M______________________________________________________
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4 S C H O O L E R S
4Schoolers offers a wide variety of services to students 
at all stages of their educational journeys. We help stu-
dents who are looking to stop struggling with their most 
difficult subjects in school and others who want to excel 
and pursue International academic competitions. We 
also offer exploratory classes and industry exposure to 
help students find their passions. Helping both domestic 
and international students, we have experience with the 
admissions process for private schools as well as under-
graduate and graduate schools.

A E O  T O U R
Since 1986, AEO Tour has connected 420+ US universi-
ties and colleges with international students in East & 
Southeast Asia through in-person school visits, public 
fairs, and virtual events.

A I R C O N C E P T S  U S A
Shipping isn’t simple; working with us is. Your dedicated 
account manager and support team will handle all the 
details involved in getting your documents and packages 
to their destinations smoothly and on time. Success for 
over 35 years! 

645 SE Central Parkway | Stuart, FL 34994-3984 
www.airconceptsusa.com

A R B O R B R I D G E
ArborBridge is pioneering 21st-century, online academic 
tutoring and standardized test prep to meet the demands 
of an ever-changing world. We know that today’s stu-
dents are digital natives. And with that in mind, every 
step of the way, we’ve integrated new technologies and 
innovative algorithms to develop the most efficient and 
effective one-on-one tutoring in the world. Our digital 
platform means we can match students with passionate, 
talented instructors from thousands of miles away. And 
whether you’re a student-athlete or the star of the school 
play, our highly interactive online programs empower 
students to learn and prepare around even the most de-
manding schedules—at virtually any time of day or night. 
The future of tutoring and test prep is ArborBridge.

B M I  G L O B A L E D  ( B M I  -  T H E )
Informed by over 50 years of advising and engaging the 
higher education community, Times Higher Education (THE) 
and BMI organize the leading global events for interna-
tional school counselors. Through millions of data points 
collected from its renowned World University Rankings, 
THE is in an unparalleled position to share insights with 
counselors around the world. This, combined with BMI’s 
events expertise and university networks, means the two 
organizations can provide counselors with unique profes-
sional development and networking opportunities.

THE/BMI organize International Schools Workshops and 
Forums across the world – including regional events 

in Latam, the Middle East & Asia as well as a Global 
Event in London. This year, THE/BMI are collaborating 
with leading training organization Common Purpose to 
produce a unique 12-module course to enable counsel-
ors globally to become a “THE Accredited Counsellor” 
status. Driven by a global advisory board, the THE Coun-
selors Accreditation Program (THE CAP) course has been 
developed “by counselors for counselors”, and will be 
available entirely free of charge. Counselors can become 
accredited by participating in THE/BMI in-person events, 
online, or take a blended approach.

B R A N TA C O L L E G E Y
Collegey.com is a platform for high school and college 
students to make informed decisions about their educa-
tion and career paths through experiential learning proj-
ects. It provides impact projects and programs aligned 
with the UN’s SDGs, peer-to-peer mentoring, educational 
roadshows, and industry mentors. It also supports the 
professional development and growth of high school 
counselors and principals through global fly-in programs. 
International students also participate in Collegey tours 
to visit colleges and interact with other education and 
entrepreneurial professionals from around the world.

B R I D G E U
BridgeU is the trusted guidance partner to international 
schools in 140 countries. We help universities achieve 
their international enrolment and diversity goals by fos-
tering direct connections with the largest community of 
international schools and students.

Cambridge Assessment International Education
Cambridge International, part of the University of Cam-
bridge, is the world’s largest provider of education pro-
grams for students in grades K-12. We operate in over 
10,000 schools in more than 160 countries including 
in the US. High school students can take college-lev-
el Cambridge International AS & A Level courses and 
exams, or attain the Cambridge AICE Diploma, to earn 
college credit or advanced placement from participating 
colleges and universities.

C A M B R I D G E  C 1  A D VA N C E D
Cambridge University Press & Assessment is the glob-
al expert on English language teaching, learning and 
assessment.

Cambridge English Qualifications, including B2 First, 
C1 Advanced and C2 Proficiency, are the world’s most 
trusted exams and tests for higher education admis-
sions, progression and graduation. Our in-depth ex-
ams provide proof of high-level achievement, with the 
language skills needed for success at university and 
beyond.

Over 25,000 higher education institutions, employers 
and governments worldwide accept our qualifications 
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and tests. They are welcomed widely for admissions 
across the US, including at MIT, Yale, Harvard, Stanford, 
Columbia, Johns Hopkins and more.’

C I A L F O
Cialfo is a leading platform connecting students, higher 
education institutions, counselors, and parents through 
technology-driven solutions. More than 250,000 stu-
dents from over 100 countries attending 1,600 leading 
international high schools use Cialfo to dream, plan and 
achieve their goals. Higher education institutions lever-
age Cialfo’s solutions to attract and engage diverse, 
international, and qualified potential students.

C O N C O U R S E  G L O B A L E N R O L L M E N T ,  I N C .
Concourse is an online platform where universities apply 
for students, flipping the script on traditional admis-
sions. The company’s mission is to increase access to 
higher education by making admissions simpler, stu-
dent-centric, and more equitable. Concourse’s radical 
reinvention of the process creates more opportunities 
for students, reduces counselor workload, supports sec-
ondary schools in their university guidance process, and 
gives universities powerful software tools to diversify 
and globalize their incoming classes.

C O U N C I L O F I N T E R N AT I O N A L S C H O O L S
The Council of International Schools (CIS) is a member-
ship community committed to high quality international 
education. Our CIS community includes more than 1400 
schools and universities, representing 121 countries. 
As a global non-profit membership organization, CIS 
provides services to primary and secondary schools 
and higher education institutions. For university guid-
ance counselors and university admissions/recruitment 
professionals, CIS offers student recruitment events 
and resources to help connect students to CIS member 
universities. CIS also offers professional development 
events and programming to provide learning and net-
working opportunities for those who support students 
on their transition from secondary school to university.

D U O L I N G O  E N G L I S H  T E S T
The Duolingo English Test is an innovative and acces-
sible English proficiency assessment for today’s in-
ternational students and institutions. Digital-first and 
learner-first, the test is available online, on demand, all 
while using subject matter experts and AI to ensure it 
is reliable and secure. Join more than 4,500 universities 
and programs that use the test to make faster and more 
informed admission decisions.

E D P R O G R A M S
EdPrograms is a social enterprise established to pro-
mote international education through university ad-
missions tours in South Asia and Africa and short-term 
student immersion programs hosted at multiple institu-
tions across the U.S., Turkey, Qatar & Spain.

G E C  A C A D E M Y
GEC Academy is a Beijing-based organization founded 
by Ivy League alumni, in cooperation with the world’s 
top university professors and researchers, international 
educators and counselors, and leading education and 
technology innovators. Headquartered in Beijing, GEC 
currently has 8 regional offices across China and 14 
representative offices across the globe. GEC Academy 
provides an enriched variety of project-based learning 
(PBL) programs, both online and onsite that have helped 
countless students get ahead. Our unparalleled teach-
ing methods help participants prepare for the next step 
in their careers and broaden their horizons. Our course 
offering is unmatched and is created for individuals or 
groups of all ages and academic levels.

G E N  N E X T E D U C AT I O N ,  I N C .
Since 2010, Gen Next Education has provided universi-
ties comprehensive support to enhance global student 
recruitment efforts through in-person recruitment trips, 
online virtual events, and professional development and 
networking opportunities. Through an integrated, effec-
tive, and affordable suite of services, we will connect you 
with students, parents, and counselors around the world 
- in-person or virtually. Our small-group tours give you 
the chance to build meaningful connections, while our 
connectED virtual platform will keep you engaged without 
leaving home! Come by our table to explore more!

P.S. Ask us about g2 - globalED gathering.”

I C 3  M O V E M E N T
The International Career and College Counseling (IC3) 
Movement is a global effort to establish career and col-
lege counseling in every school. Our mission is for young 
people to get the support they need for purpose and di-
rection in their lives. In collaboration with leaders across 
high schools, universities, educational organizations and 
industry, IC3 aims to cultivate learning, networking, and 
professional development for the community through 
events and initiatives that sensitize, elevate, and devel-
op the career and college counseling profession. Since 
2016, IC3’s initiatives have witnessed participation 
from educators from 90+ countries and have directly 
impacted more than 2,800 high schools globally that are 
serving more than 1.3 million high school students.

I E LT S  U S A
IELTS is the world’s #1 English language test. For more 
than 30 years we’ve set the standard for testing, help-
ing millions of test takers and thousands of organi-
zations to get results they can trust. If you work in an 
English-speaking country, use English with international 
colleagues, or teach courses in English, IELTS sets you 
and your team up for success. IELTS has a well-earned 
reputation for fairness, reliability, and exacting standards 
and is subject to the highest quality controls, enhanced 
security procedures, and integrity management practices. 
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IELTS tests are based on decades of rigorous academic 
research and more than 11,000 organizations worldwide 
trust IELTS, including 3,400 US institutions. IELTS of-
fers multiple test types, in both computer-delivered and 
paper-based formats, assessing English language skills in 
listening, reading, writing, and speaking, including IELTS 
Academic, General Training, UK Visa and Immigration 
(UKVI), and UK Life Skills.

I N I T I A LV I E W
With the rise of ChatGPT, hearing the student’s actual 
voice has never been more important.

InitialView’s interviews, conducted by former admissions 
officers, help students stand out in the college applica-
tion process. Our counselor tools provide high-achieving 
international high schools with a human-focused way to 
demonstrate the excellence of their students and curric-
ulum. For admissions officers at selective colleges, our 
interviews are often what seals the deal for an appli-
cant. More than ever, a decision requires a conversation.

I N T E R N AT I O N A L B A C C A L A U R E AT E  
O R G A N I Z AT I O N
About International Baccalaureate Founded in 1968 the 
International Baccalaureate (IB) is a non-profit foun-
dation, which offers four high quality and challenging 
educational programmes for a worldwide community of 
schools. For over 50 years, IB programmes have gained 
a reputation for their rigor and high academic standards, 
for preparing students for life in a globalized 21st cen-
tury, and for helping to develop citizens who will create 
a better, more peaceful world. Currently, more than 1,5 
million IB students attend over 5000 schools in 158 
countries. To learn more, please visit www.ibo.org.

I N T O  U N I V E R S I T Y PA R T N E R S H I P S
INTO University Partnerships helps students from around 
the world achieve their dream of studying overseas at a 
world class university. With over 18 years of experience, 
we have over a 90% success rate with the placement and 
progression of thousands of international students to a 
degree program. We partner with leading universities to 
offer Academic English, Pathway, and Direct Entry pro-
grams. In the US, we partner with Oregon State University, 
George Mason University, Drew University, University 
of Alabama Birmingham, Saint Louis University, Suffolk 
University, Illinois State University, and Hofstra University. 
For the UK, we offer programs to University of East Anglia, 
Newcastle University, University of Exeter, Manchester 
Metropolitan University, University of Manchester, Uni-
versity of Stirling, and Queen’s University, as well as to 
Australia at the University of Western Australia. Please 
come by our booth to see how we can help your students 
pursue a degree at one of our leading university partners 
or visit us at www.intoglobal.com.

J C T4 E D U C AT I O N
JCT4Education is an independent educational counsel-
ing and college planning service working with individuals 
and families to promote sound educational choices and 
assistance with secondary school placement, academic 
summer programs, undergraduate and graduate univer-
sity applications. We are located in South Florida and 
work with students in the US and abroad. Planning ser-
vices include high school curriculum planning, referrals 
for psychological testing, guided research on careers 
and majors, building college lists, and campus visit 
advice.  Application services include help with managing 
forms and deadlines, preparation for interviews, and 
assistance with scholarship applications. Our interna-
tional specialization includes comprehensive guidance 
for international and US students applying worldwide, 
arranging tests of English skills, and planning for inter-
national financial requirements.

K I C  U N I VA S S I S T
KIC UnivAssist supports higher education institutions 
and high school counselors worldwide through unique 
programs that are geared toward developing and im-
plementing international engagement, so that students 
around the world can find the right-fit higher education 
institution. For global universities, our goal is to help 
create and maintain a comprehensive, international 
engagement plan through student recruitment, in-coun-
try representation, digital marketing and consulting. Our 
connections in 70+ countries around the world make 
us uniquely qualified to meet your institution’s needs. 
For high schools around the world, our goal is to help 
counselors advise their students on how to choose the 
right-fit university through resources including college 
visits to your school, virtual WebiFair events, advising 
sessions, specialized workshops and counseling forums. 
Our relationship with 370+ global universities ensures 
that we can connect counselors to the best universities 
for their students.

M A I A L E A R N I N G
MaiaLearning is a college and career readiness plat-
form that helps counselors connect students to thriving 
futures through student engagement, planning, and 
well-being. MaiaLearning puts students at the center, 
finding their passions and planning to achieve their 
dreams.

M E T O
Meto is a mission-driven nonprofit organization that 
exists to increase access to higher education for inter-
national students. Originally designed for African stu-
dents, Meto now serves international students across 
the globe. Fundamentally, Meto is an online “meeting 
place” where students connect with universities in an 
impactful, efficient manner. Meto’s method is to re-
verse the traditional university-finding process: instead 
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of students bearing the burden of identifying good-fit 
universities, Meto’s platform allows students to be ap-
proached by good-fit universities. Admission reps review 
student profiles based on academic, financial, and any 
other criteria that matter to their university. Meto then 
connects universities with their students of interest, al-
lowing good-fit connections to happen without the need 
for travel across the globe.

N AT I O N A L S T U D E N T L E A D E R S H I P  
C O N F E R E N C E
The NSLC hosts career-focused leadership develop-
ment conferences each summer for outstanding mid-
dle and high school students from all over the world. 
We provide opportunities to test drive a future career, 
develop critical leadership skills, hear from distin-
guished professionals, and experience life on a U.S. 
college campus, preparing students for their next steps 
in life while making new friends from across the globe. 
Fields of study include Medicine; Business; Engineering; 
Aerospace; Biotechnology; Psychology & Neuroscience; 
Game Design; Data Science; Architecture; International 
Diplomacy; Law; Forensic Science; Marine Biology; Film 
Production & Scriptwriting; Journalism; Digital Arts & 
Design; Theater; and many more!

N AV I TA S  U N I V E R S I T Y PAT H WAY S
Navitas delivers foundation and international year one 
programs on the campuses of 33 public universities 
globally - providing international students with an aca-
demically and socially supportive environment to start 
their Bachelor’s degree on their new campus, while still 
benefiting from everything the campus has to offer. We 
are on campuses in the UK, Canada, Netherlands, Germa-
ny, Australia, UAE, Singapore, New Zealand and the USA.

P E A R S O N  E N G L I S H  A S S E S S M E N T S
PTE Academic is an international computer-based 
test of academic English that effectively measures the 
English language skills of non-native English speaking 
students. Using 20 innovative test items, PTE Academ-
ic is the most accurate way to measure the academic 
listening, speaking, reading and writing skills of interna-
tional applicants.PTE Academic was created in response 
to demand for a more accurate, objective, secure and 
relevant test of English. This has been achieved through 
features such as innovative test design, use of automat-
ed scoring technology, and test delivery at professional 
test centers equipped with state-of-the-art biometrics, 
or via online remote proctoring via Pearson OnVue. De-
tails on how PTE Academic provides institutions/organi-
zations with an English test they can trust can be found 
at: pearsonpte.com/organizations

P I O N E E R  A C A D E M I C S
The Pioneer Research Program is a global virtual re-
search institute selecting interest-driven high-achieving 
high school students to conduct research that meets the 

highest standards of undergraduate level work. These 
studies culminate in a full-length research paper certi-
fied by Pioneer. Since 2012, over 7,000 students from 77 
countries and regions have participated in the program. 
Whether in STEM, social sciences, or humanities, Pioneer 
bestows broad institutional research resources on its 
scholars including one-on-one professor mentorship, 
an unparalleled academic system, online undergraduate 
libraries, and the global Pioneer alumni network.

R E V O L U T I O N  P R E P
For over 20 years, Revolution Prep has transformed the 
lives of millions of students. A leader in inclusive, online 
tutoring from academics to test prep to executive func-
tion, Revolution Prep accelerates learning while reducing 
student stress. We encourage confidence and success 
through a growth mindset approach that leads to better 
grades, higher test scores, and critical skills that tran-
scend the classroom.

R I S E
Rise is a program that finds promising young people and 
provides them opportunity as they work to serve others. 
An initiative of Schmidt Futures and the Rhodes Trust, 
Rise is the anchor program of a $1 billion commitment 
from Eric and Wendy Schmidt to find and support global 
talent.

SIMPLED INTERNATIONAL EDUCATION PVT. LTD.
SimplEd connects university professionals with college 
counselors and students through our strategically de-
signed smart tours. We offer tours in India, Pakistan, the 
Middle East, MENA, Latin America, Central America, and 
Southeast Asia.

S L AT E  B Y T E C H N O L U T I O N S
Slate by Technolutions is the only CRM purpose-built 
for higher education to support the evolving needs of 
modern admissions/enrollment management, student 
success, and advancement through outreach, travel 
management, online applications, online reading, and 
more. Slate is trusted by a community of more than 
1,700 colleges and universities and 350,000+users.

S PA N T R A N :  T H E  E VA L U AT I O N  C O M PA N Y
SpanTran is a NACES-member evaluation agency based 
in New York City with offices in Miami and Houston. We 
provide foreign transcript evaluations, document verifi-
cation, and translation services for individuals seeking 
admission to U.S. colleges and universities. We partner 
with institutions that need evaluations to make it easier, 
more streamlined, and more affordable to obtain eval-
uations. For colleges using Slate by Technolutions, we 
also offer an out-of-the-box integration for even more 
seamless delivery of evaluations.
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S U M M E R  D I S C O V E R Y &  S U M M E R  I N S T I T U T E 
F O R  T H E  G I F T E D
Summer Discovery is the leading pre-college academic 
enrichment summer program for middle and high school 
students. For over 40 years, students from around the 
world have invested in their educational future, by attend-
ing one of our on-campus programs in partnership with 
some of the most prestigious universities in the US and the 
UK. Students discover their academic potential and explore 
potential college majors through over 300+ courses in 9 
subject areas, with the guided support of our trained and 
dedicated team of professionals. Career exploration and 
the development of 21 st Century skills are an integral part 
of the program along with the opportunity to make new 
friends through social and extracurricular activities and 
excursions. Learn more at www.summerdiscovery.com.

S U N R I S E  I N T E R N AT I O N A L E D U C AT I O N
Sunrise International supports university admissions 
marketing in China. We host recruitment tours of tier 2 
and 3 cities, China’s emerging outbound student markets 
for undergraduate and graduate programs. We support 
overseas universities in creating Chinese websites, Chi-
nese social media accounts, and managing advertising 
campaigns on Chinese digital platforms such as Wechat, 
Weibo, Douyin, Baidu and others. CampusXR, our VR/AR 
brand, creates virtual campus tours and 3D holographic 
marketing materials for our partners, facilitating deeper 
engagement with prospective students and reducing the 
environmental impact of print marketing.

T H E  C O M M O N  A P P L I C AT I O N
Common App is a non-profit membership organization 
dedicated to students and those who support them as 
they make their way through the college selection and 
application process. Our mission began over 40 years 
ago and today we provide a centralized way to apply to 
over 1000 institutions around the world. We continue to 
be driven by the pursuit of access, equity, and integrity 
in the college admission process and we won’t stop until 
all students see college as a viable option and enjoy the 
opportunities it offers.

U D E N T I T Y
Udentity (www.udty.tech) is an education technology 
platform that makes international outreach effective, 
accessible and greener. Udentity connects students in 
Asia with universities and colleges overseas through 
online events and virtual fairs. We have expanded into 
social media and campaign management for China and 
Vietnam, to maximize digital and hybrid outreach for our 
higher education institution partners. Today, we are a 
trusted platform for over 600 higher education institu-
tions globally, as well as representatives at more than 
480 schools across Asia.

U N I F R O G  E D U C AT I O N  LT D
Unifrog is an international online platform used by over 
3000 schools to help students find and apply to the best 
colleges and universities for them around the world, 
with bespoke search tools for the USA, Canada, Europe, 
the UK, the Middle East and Africa, Australasia, and Asia. 
The platform also helps students create brilliant appli-
cations and think about what career path might be right 
for them (and how to get there!). For counselors, Unifrog 
helps to manage the entire application process, from 
giving feedback on CommonApp essays, to gathering 
letters of recommendation and tracking university appli-
cations, as well as seamlessly submitting documents to 
Universities and Colleges directly through our Parchment 
and CommonApp links.

W R E N  I N T E R N AT I O N A L
Wren Tours is the premier provider of international 
recruitment tours in Europe, Middle East, Latin America, 
Asia and Africa. University lead and professionally man-
aged. Over 26 years providing recruitment tours for CIS, 
CTCL, CCAA and now directly to universities.

E X H I B I TO R  I N F O R M AT I O N______________________________________________________ I N T E R N AT I O N A L A C A C 
E X E C U T I V E  B O A R D______________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
PRESIDENT: Michelle Chow-Liu____________________________________________________________
Head of High School Counseling
Western Academy of Beijing, China
____________________________________________________________
PRESIDENT-ELECT: Wilson Lee____________________________________________________________
College Counseling Program Manager
Singapore American School, Singapore
____________________________________________________________
PAST-PRESIDENT: Kristoffer Toribio____________________________________________________________
Manager, International Admissions
Orange Coast College, United States
____________________________________________________________
VICE PRESIDENT FOR ADMISSIONS/ENROLLMENT 
PRACTICES: Ruby Bhattacharya____________________________________________________________
Director of Recruitment & Selection
Barnard College, United States
Term expires: June 2025
____________________________________________________________
VICE PRESIDENT FOR ADVOCACY & OUTREACH:  
Daniel Marschner____________________________________________________________
Director of International Admissions & Outreach
Loyola Marymount University, United States
Term expires: June 2026
____________________________________________________________
VICE PRESIDENT FOR COMMUNICATIONS:  
Alyson Murray____________________________________________________________
Associate Director, Recruitment
Dalhousie University, Canada
Term expires: June 2025
____________________________________________________________
VICE PRESIDENT FOR DIVERSITY, EQUITY  
& INCLUSION: Isthier Chaudhury____________________________________________________________
Director of Admissions
Swarthmore College, United States
Term expires: June 2025
____________________________________________________________
VICE PRESIDENT FOR FINANCE: Shilpa Gupta____________________________________________________________
University Adviser
UWC ISAK, Japan
Term expires: June 2025
____________________________________________________________
VICE PRESIDENT FOR INCLUSION, ACCESS  
& SUCCESS: Joyce Agyare____________________________________________________________
Educational Consultant/Independent Counsellor
Ghana
Term expires: June 2026

____________________________________________________________
VICE PRESIDENT FOR MEMBERSHIP:  
Kathryn (Kate) McKeen____________________________________________________________
Director, Higher Education
IELTS USAm United States
Term expires: June 2026
____________________________________________________________
VICE PRESIDENT FOR PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT: 
Marsha Oshima____________________________________________________________
University Guidance Counsellor
International School of Geneva, La Grande Boissiere 
Campus, Switzerland
Term expires: June 2025

E X E C U T I V E  B O A R D  R E P R E S E N TAT I V E S 

____________________________________________________________
Marco Dinovelli____________________________________________________________

Assistant Vice Chancellor, Undergraduate Admissions 
 University-New Brunswick, United States
Term expires: June 2024
____________________________________________________________
Liam McCartney____________________________________________________________
Associate Director of International Admissions
Boston University, United States
Term expires: June 2024
____________________________________________________________
Christina McDade____________________________________________________________
High School Counselor
Lincoln Community School, Ghana
Term expires: June 2025
____________________________________________________________
Sonia Soni____________________________________________________________
Head - Career Guidance Counselor & Psychology Faculty - 
International Curriculum
Aditya Birla World Academy, India
Term expires: June 2024
____________________________________________________________
Kimberly Tulloch Wynn____________________________________________________________
University and Academic Counsellor
York House School, Canada
Term expires: June 2024
____________________________________________________________
Erin Garcia____________________________________________________________
Executive Director (ex-officio)
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V O LU N T E E R S  &  
C O M M I T T E E  M E M B E R S______________________________________________________
C O M M I T T E E S

Admission Practices
Ruby Bhattacharya
Barnard College
Reida Baghdadi
King’s Academy
Marta Bidoli
Escola American de Campinas
Nancy Chien
Taipei European School Foundation
Tanya Cummings
St. John’s School
Angela Dunnham
Shrewsbury International School
Lindsey Fogleman Tran
University of California, San Diego
Becky Halvorson
Pearson College UWC
Gavin Hornbuckle
Victoria Shanghai Academy
Eloise Hyman
SAR High School
Chantelle Jackson-Boothby
Canadian International School of Hong Kong
Ramie Jacobson
UWC South East Asia, Dover Campus
Katie Korhonen
New York University
Amber Longtin
Michigan State University
Frank Mcclary
University of South Carolina - Columbia
Chris Payne
Collingwood School
Veronica Regalado Vergara
Athens College - Psychico College
Lauren Sefton
Rhodes College
Sudarshana Shukla
Cathedral & John Connon School
Jo Turner
University College London (UCL)
Camila Vasquez
New Brunswick College of Craft & Design
Nan Zhang
WLSA Shanghai Academy

Advocacy & Outreach
Daniel Marschner (Chair)
Loyola Marymount University
Anthony Adey
Acadia University
Tricia Bergantino
University of California, Los Angeles
Claudia Bean
Cairo American College
Hao Chen

Shanghai World Foreign Language Academy
Ning Deng
Beijing BISS International School
Brendan Graham
Northeastern University
Adam Guo
Moonshot Academy
Jo Mattingley-Nunn
Dulwich College Singapore
Francis McIvor
American International School of Mozambique
Anne Richardson
The American School in London
Kate Strittmatter
Pierce College
Dalia Wardany
Foothill and De Anza Colleges

Communications
Alyson Murray (Chair)
Dalhousie University
Emerson Buczolits
OCAD University
Valery Cooper
Avenues: The World School
Lukas Devlin
Dulwich College Shanghai Pudong
Catherine Huang
Cialfo
Berta Liao
Iolani School
Kimberly Lord
Vassar College
Ben O’Brien
Western Academy of Beijing
Jenny Tassell
International School of Panama
Phillip Wenturine
GEMS Dubai American Academy
Cory Zimmerman
Singapore American School

Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion
Isthier Chaudhury (Chair)
Trinity College
James Akaba
Open Dreams
Akua Asare Anim
University of Waterloo
Rabi Prasad Baral
Retired Professional
Ikbala Catic
Prva Bosnjacka Gimnazija
Ruby Cheng
University of Colorado Colorado Springs
Kim Cheah
Stamford American International School, Singapore
Irena Filkova

V O LU N T E E R S  &  
C O M M I T T E E  M E M B E R S______________________________________________________
Nova International Schools
Yik Kun Heng
International School of Nido De Aguilas
Sonali Hutchison
Taipei American School
Umair Khan
EdPrograms
Aileen Lee
Pearson College UWC
Andrea Maldonado
National Student Leadership Conference
Jacquelynne Modeste
RDF International School
Ango Paul Mwakisu
NYU Abu Dhabi
Diana Navarro
Porta Sophia International Educational Services
Dejana Petricic
Berlin Metropolitan School
Keino Purcell
Northeastern University
Shailaja Raghavendra
Kunskapsskolan International School
Nicole Ribeiro
Colegio Planck
Janan Sabeh
Graded - The American School of Sao Paulo
Hoi Ting Sin
Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University - Prescott Campus
Lauren Steed
Nomad Educational Services
Shikha Vij
Step By Step School
Xuejie Wang
Shen Wai International School

Finance
Shilpa Gupta (Chair)
UWC ISAK Japan
Karen Chesnut Ozkurt
Yew Chung International School Shanghai
Danika Pierce
Saint Joseph’s Institution International
Claire Ruz
American International School of Vilnius
Xue Yan
Vassar College

Governance & Nominating Committee
Natalie Bitton (Chair)
Lycee Francais de San Francisco
Heidi Buffington
Saint Louis University - Madrid Campus
Michelle Chow-Liu
Western Academy of Beijing
Erin Garcia
International ACAC
Shilpa Gupta

UWC ISAK Japan
Aileen Lee
Pearson College UWC
Stephen Lewin
Griffith University
Christina McDade
Lincoln Community School
Quyen Nguyen
Summit Educational Consulting
Grace Robertson Lloyd
Grinnell College
Kathleen Schultz
Independent
Shikha Vij
Step By Step School
Marie Vivas
International Baccalaureate Organization

Inclusion, Access, and Success
Michelle Trimpe (Chair)
University of Chicago
Joyce Agyare
Independent Member
Jacqui Brelsford
British International School of Phuket
Christina Callahan
Northwestern University
Alexandra Feinson
UWC Changshu China
Bela Gligorova
Nova International Schools
Whitney Green
Columbia University
Vera Grek
Worcester Polytechnic Institute
Arpita Gupta
Neerja Modi School
Malin Halladay Aladlouni
Cranbrook Kingswood Upper School
Gregory Manne
Rise
Liam McCartney
Boston University
Zehra Ratani
Rice University
Jodi Robinson
The Hill School
Cerise Roth-Vinson
International School of Manila
Erin Slocum
Tanglin Trust School
Alyse Stegman
Liceo Internacional
Stephanie Tao
International School Manila
Danielle Wolfberg
Gettysburg College
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V O LU N T E E R S  &  
C O M M I T T E E  M E M B E R S______________________________________________________
Membership
Kate McKeen (Chair)
IELTS USA
Juan Arellano
NYU London
Brian Bailey
University of Waterloo
Carolyn Barr
Leiden University
Craig Brown
Shawnigan Lake School
Betty Chang
Taipei European School
Jennifer Cheong
Crofton House School
Karen Dancy
Olds College of Agriculture and Technology
Darren Drabek
Skidmore College
Simon Fitch
Malvern International
Alana Green
Concordia University
Rebecca Hansen
The College of Wooster
Sarah Hough
Trent College
Danielle Jakob
Trinity School
Karen J’bari
McGill University
Marion Kinder
Independent Member
Yunxia Liao
International School of Beijing
Rebecca Lucas-Timpany
Victoria Shanghai Academy
Elitah Mainza
Independent Member
Doug McQueen
The American School in Japan
Francis Miller
Xi’an Tieyi High School International Curriculum Center
Yeon-Keong (Pearl) Noh
Nanjing International School
Andrew Palmer
Dulwich College Suzhou
Anne Payne
International School of Latvia
Margarita Servera
Independent Member
Flor Silva
Independent Member
Seray Teleke
University of California, Los Angeles
Dahlia Younan
Ryerson University
Dwayne Zamora
Taipei European School

Professional Development
Marsha Oshima (Chair)
International School of Geneva/Ecolint
Ruba Al Fittiani
American Community School Amman
Buket Ayaz
Deira International School
Sarah Blackburn
Rutgers University-New Brunswick
Ilaria Bossi
Universita Cattolica del Sacro Cuore
Shannon Bracken
Ontario Tech University
Carin D’Souza
International School Hannover Region
Patrick Firme
UWC-USA
Stephen Lewin
Griffith University
John Liu
UWC South East Asia, Dover Campus
Yanni Liu
Keystone Academy
Jeffrey Neill
Graded - The American School of São Paulo
Tom Olang Okeyo
International University Pathways College (IUPC)
Kristen Pantazes
University of Pennsylvania
Sara Riggs
Georgia Institute of Technology
Manju Sharma
B D Somani International School
Sam Wickham
ACS Cobham International School

First-Timers
Joyce Agyare (Co-Chair)
Independent Member
Scott Lassey (Co-Chair)
International School Manila
Lena Adely
Sarah Lawrence College
Asil Al-Shammari
Halcyon London International School
Luisa Duarte-Silva
Ashinaga
Bobbe Fernando
New York University
Alban Ferrieu
Tanglin Trust School
Stephanie Lord
University of New Brunswick
Megan Mankerian-Stem
Gen Next Education, Inc.
Francine Mohammed
UWC Atlantic College
Ango Paul Mwakisu
NYU Abu Dhabi

V O LU N T E E R S  &  
C O M M I T T E E  M E M B E R S______________________________________________________
First-Timers (Cont’d.)
Lindsey Rech
Kyiv International School
Madeline Schloss
Colegio Interamericano
Iss-Haq Suleman
Wise 360 Educational Consult
Malissa Takacs
Tanglin Trust School
Martha Torres Reina
Santiago Christian Academy
Morgan Volkart
Lehigh University

Special Events
Stephanie Lord (Co-Chair)
University of New Brunswick
Megan Buckley
University of Denver
Beth Ann Burkmar
George School
Michelle Burlock
Jakarta Intercultural School
Lewis Cardenas
EducationUSA REAC, South Asia
Mary de Villiers
University of Notre Dame
Brandy Fransen
Rollins College
John Nesbitt
Duolingo
Jason Smith
UES Education
Stacy Soderstrom
Central Washington University
Iss-Haq Suleman
Wise 360 Educational Consult

V O L U N T E E R S

Conference Bursaries Committee
Sonia Soni
Aditya Birla World Academy
Craig Brown
Shawnigan Lake School
Brianna Just
Meadowridge School
Laura O’Brien Gatzionis
Educational Advisory Services
Jodi Robinson
University of Pennsylvania
Tresa Virankabutra
Concordian International School

Conference Chats Review & Selection Committee
Michelle Chow-Liu (Co-Chair)
Western Academy of Beijing
Stephanie Lord
University of New Brunswick
Manju Sharma
B D Somani International School
Cristina Tavares
Colegio Etapa

College & Counselor Fairs Committee
Nathan Mack (Chair)
University of Southern California
Bernadette Baxley
North Broward Preparatory School
Jane Benson-Rivera
University at Albany, SUNY
Tamini Cheung
Li Po Chun United World College of Hong Kong
Russell Davis
Duke Kunshan University
Alex Gachanja
The University of Winnipeg
Karen Hafner
International School of Belgrade
Lin Larson
University of Texas at Arlington
Francisco Mergulhao
Dremac Education Consulting Private Limited
Karen Nascimento
FPP
Zaa Nkweta
Emily Carr University of Art + Design
Abdul Oladipo
Yew Chung International School of Beijing
Ashley Swengler
University of California, Riverside
Jonathan Tate
Dubai College

Conference Session Review & Selection Committee
Michelle Chow-Liu (Co-Chair)
Western Academy of Beijing
Marie Assir
New England Innovation Academy
Shannon Bracken
Ontario Tech University
Ning Deng
Beijing BISS International School
Kristin Dreazen
Edvice London
Ana Ferrey
St. Augustine Preparatory School
Sapna Goel
Mayo College
Clay Hensley
Independent



60 61

I N T E R N AT I O N A L A C A C  
H I S TO R Y &  AWA R D S______________________________________________________
I N T E R N AT I O N A L A C A C  H I S T O R Y

International ACAC has a rich and varied history, grow-
ing from a small group of dedicated counselors and a 
first summer conference with 20 attendees, to a diverse 
and global membership of over 3,000 members. On our 
website you can find a history of our association and a 
timeline with many photos and documents highlighting 
the years.

AWA R D S

THE PETER HAUET LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT AWARD
Established in 2002 to recognize an individual who has 
contributed to the profession in a significant and lasting 
manner, this award was renamed to honor its 2015 re-
cipient, Peter Hauet. This award, which serves as Inter-
national ACAC’s highest member tribute, is presented to 
an individual who, over a period of years, has performed 
outstanding service to International ACAC, to our pro-
fession, and to the international counseling community. 
Sitting members of the International ACAC Executive 
Board are ineligible for this award.

WINNERS:
Debbie McDowell - 2022
Terry Axe (posthumous) - 2021
John Evans - 2021
Ellyn Taylor Levin - 2020
Marjorie Smith - 2020
Bridget Herrera - 2019
Ray Marx - 2018
Marie Vivas - 2017
Dale Ford - 2016
Peter Hauet – 2015
Doug Thompson – 2014
Frieda Dietrich – 2013
Janet Hurd – 2012
Barbara Marlow – 2011
Richard Dawson – 2010
Joyce Smith – 2009
Shep Shanley – 2008
Nicholas Senecal – 2007
Vivian Cipolla – 2006
Jane Lowery – 2005
Peggy Templeton-Strong – 2004
Beth Linguri – 2003

DISTINGUISHED SERVICE AWARD
This award recognizes a person who has provided Inter-
national ACAC with unique and outstanding service. As 
a member-run organization, International ACAC relies on 
the time, talent, and dedication of its membership to real-
ize its professional mission. Recipients of this award have 
contributed in invaluable and incalculable ways to the 
success, growth, and improvement of International ACAC.

WINNERS:
Megan Mankerian-Stem - 2022
Nancy Cromarty - 2021
Kristoffer Toribio - 2020
Dane Rowley - 2019
Laura Kaub - 2018
Joan Liu - 2017
John “Jack” Shull - 2016
Rosa Moreno – 2015
David Zutautas – 2014
Clay Hensley – 2013
Jimm Crowder – 2012
Cathy Curtis – 2011
Panetha Nychis Ott – 2010
Joe Walsh – 2009
Bridget Herrera – 2008
Dale Ford – 2007
Marie Vivas – 2006
Hamilton Gregg – 2005
Doug Thompson – 2004
Peter Hauet – 2003

RISING STAR AWARD
This award recognizes a new member who is striving 
to make a difference within International ACAC. Inter-
national ACAC’s Rising Star Award honors individuals 
and programs that exemplify excellence and dedication 
to serving the needs of students in the transition from 
high school to college. The International ACAC Rising 
Star Award was established to honor those deserving of 
international recognition. They must be new members 
who are striving to make a difference within our asso-
ciation through their work in committees and/or in their 
communities. Individuals receiving a Rising Star Award 
nomination must be professional members of Interna-
tional ACAC for no more than five years.

WINNERS:
James Akaba - 2022
Moustafa Ezz - 2021
Aileen Lee - 2020
Samuel Jeong - 2019
Christine Grover -  2018
Jennifer Tassell- 2018
Ed Tourle - 2017
Rhonda Leshman - 2016
Jennifer Lee - 2015

V O LU N T E E R S  &  
C O M M I T T E E  M E M B E R S______________________________________________________
Conference Session Review & Selection Committee 
(Cont’d.)
Ryan Hinchey
École Jeannine Manuel - London
Adam Kendis
Santa Cruz Cooperative School
Aileen Lee
Pearson College UWC
Qianjiao Lei
Xi’an Hanova International School
Tara Lindros
Wesleyan University
Olivia Loo
Pasadena City College
Julie Moloney
The Bolles School
Rachel Pezim
Collingwood School
Chrstina Ruggieri
Drexel University
Holly Smith
The University Guys
John Storer
Waterford Kamhlaba UWCSA
Danek Torrey
Purdue University
Pamela Kelly Wetzell
UWC South East Asia, East Campus
Adam Wu
University of La Verne

International ACAC Bus Tour
Patrick Firme
UWC-USA
Jaclyn Mandart
Vassar College

Mentor Year Program
Wilson Lee
Singapore American School
Malissa Takacs
International School of Basel
Dan Seneker
Bishop’s University
Skyler Bentley Hall
IEC, Bentley Hall Consulting

Opportunity Grants Review Committee
Danika Pierce
St. Joseph’s Institution International
Wilson Lee
Singapore American School
Anne Richardson
American School of London
Carin D’Souza
Internationale Schule Hannover Region
Joyce Agyare
Independent
Aileen Lee
Pearson College UWC
Andrea Maldonado
National Student Leadership Conference

Pre-Conference Planning Team
Sara Riggs (Chair)
Georgia Institute of Technology
Ruba Al Fittiani
American Community School Amman
Ilaria Bossi
Universita Cattolica del Sacro Cuore
Yanni Liu
Keystone Academy
Jeff Neill
Graded - The American School of São Paulo
Kristen Pantazes
University of Pennsylvania

I N T E R N AT I O N A L A C A C  S TA F F

International ACAC HQ
Erin Garcia
Executive Director
Margaret Andrade
Assistant Director
Jessica Bishop
Administrative Coordinator
Lisa A. Hollett
Special Programs Coordinator
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I N T E R N AT I O N A L A C A C  
C O N F E R E N C E  T I M E L I N E______________________________________________________

Founding Year
Ted Washburn, President

The George Washington University
20 Attendees
Mary-Ann Sullivan, President

Loyola University Chicago
22 Attendees
Phil Clinton, President

University of Central Florida
35 Attendees
Beth Linguri, President

College of Notre Dame
47 Attendees
John Evans, President
Peter Hauet, President

Dartmouth College
85 Attendees
Win Lowman, President

Duke University 
120 Attendees
Jane Lowery, President

Villanova University
170 Attendees
Connie Van den Top, President

Clark University
110 Attendees
Hamilton Gregg, President

Cornell University
210 Attendees
Jack Shull, President

Brown University
247 Attendees
Marie Vivas, President

University of Toronto
368 Attendees
Dale Ford, President

Washington University in St. Louis
396 Attendees
Gwen Martinez, President

Texas Christian University
381 Attendees
David Zutautas, PresidenT

The University of British Columbia
505 Attendees
Andrew Whyte, President

Michigan State University
581 Attendees
Lisa Ball, President

Chapman University
616 Attendees
David Allen, President

Northeastern University
879 Attendees
Bridget Herrera, President

University of Calgary
703 Attendees
John Evans, President

University of Denver
728 Attendees
Raymond Marx, President

Marist College
1050 Attendees
Ryan Sullivan, President

University of South Florida, 
Eckerd College, 
University of Tampa
1100 Attendees
Ffiona Rees, President

University of Oregon
1200 Attendees
Joe Giacalone, President

Rutgers University
New Brunswick
1250 Attendees
Kristin Dreazen, President

Case Western Reserve University
1300 Attendees
Johanna Fishbein

Tulane University and 
Loyola University New Orleans
1400 Attendees
 Aaron Andersen, President

Western University 
1600 Attendees
Becky Konowicz, President

Virtual
2200 Attendees
Kathleen Schultz, President

Virtual
1200 Attendees
Natalie Bitton, President

University of New Mexico
1100 Attendees
Kristoffer Toribio, President

I N T E R N AT I O N A L A C A C  
2023  C O N F E R E N C E  S P O N S O R S______________________________________________________
 G O L D
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––– 

 S I LV E R
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––– 

 B R O N Z E
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––



64

F L O R I D A I N T E R N AT I O N A L U N I V E R S I T Y  
T I T L E  I X  S TAT E M E N T 

Florida International University (FIU) is committed to 
encouraging and sustaining a learning and living envi-
ronment that is free from discrimination based on sex 
including gender, gender expression, gender identity, 
and sexual orientation. In accordance with Title IX, as a 
recipient of Federal financial aid, FIU does not discrimi-
nate on the basis of sex in education programs and ac-
tivities. FIU is committed to the safety and well-being of 
all members of the University community, and encourag-
es anyone who experiences or witnesses discrimination, 
harassment or sexual misconduct in connection with 
academic, education, extracurricular, athletic, or other 
programs of the school to report the incident.

F L O R I D A I N T E R N AT I O N A L U N I V E R S I T Y  
A D M I N I S T R AT I O N

Kenneth A. Jessell, President

Elizabeth Béjar ’98, Provost, Executive Vice President,  
and Chief Operating Officer 

Aime Martinez ’96, ’99, Interim Chief Financial Officer & 
Vice President, Finance and Administration

Juan C. Cendan, Senior Vice President for Health Affairs 
and Dean of the Herbert Wertheim College of Medicine

Andrés G. Gil ’86, Senior Vice President for Research  
& Economic Development and Dean of the University 
Graduate School

El pagnier K. Hudson, Senior Vice President, Human  
Resources and Vice Provost, Diversity, Equity & Inclusion

Michelle L. Palacio ’03, Senior Vice President, Strategic 
Communications, Government and External Affairs

Robert Sackstein, Senior Vice President, Global Medical 
Affairs

Robert Grillo ’91, Vice President, Information Technology 
& Chief Information Officer

Javier I. Marqués ’92, ’96, Vice President, Operations and 
Safety & FIU Chief of Staff, Office of the President

Pablo G. Ortiz, Interim Senior Vice President, University  
Advancement & Chief Executive Officer, FIU Foundation Inc.

Charlie Andrews ’94, ’14, Interim Vice President for  
Student Affairs

Bridgette Cram ’17, Interim Vice President for Innovative 
Education and Student Success

Scott Carr, Director, Intercollegiate Athletics

Carlos B. Castillo ’88, General Counsel, Office of the  
General Counsel

S TAT E  O F F L O R I D A

The Honorable Ron DeSantis, Governor

The Honorable Jeanette M. Nuñez ’94, ’98, Lieutenant 
Governor

The Honorable Ashley Moody, Attorney General

The Honorable Jimmy Patronis, Chief Financial Officer

The Honorable Wilton Simpson, Commissioner of  
Agriculture and Consumer Services

S TAT E  U N I V E R S I T Y S Y S T E M  O F F L O R I D A 

Board of Governors
Brian Lamb, Chair
Eric Silagy, Vice Chair
Raymond Rodrigues, Chancellor
Manny Diaz, Jr., Commissioner of Education
Timothy M. Cerio
Alan Levine
Aubrey Edge
Charles H. Lydecker
Patricia Frost
Nimna Gabadage
Edward Haddock
Ken Jones
Darlene Luccio Jordan
Craig Mateer
Deanna Michael
Jose Oliva
Steven M. Scott

F L O R I D A I N T E R N AT I O N A L U N I V E R S I T Y

Board of Trustees
Dean C. Colson honoris causa ’09, Chair
Rogelio Tovar ’92, ’94, Vice Chair
Cesar L. Alvarez
Natasha Lowell
Jose J. Armas
T. Gene Prescott
Carlos A. Duart, ’94, ‘01
Chanel T. Rowe ‘14
Alan Gonzalez ’96, ‘01
Marc D. Sarnoff
Francis A. Hondal, ’87, ‘94

Faculty Member
Student Member
Deanne Butchey
Alexander Sutton ‘24
Chair, Faculty Senate
President, Student Government Association
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Photo taken at IACAC 2019, Western University


